
 

 
 
 

 
European Union 

 

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

26th Session 

(10 – 27 June 2014) 

 

 

 

______ 

Item 10 

______ 

 

 

Statement by 

H.E. Mr Alexandros Alexandris 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Greece 

on behalf of the European Union 

 

Geneva, 25 June 2014 
 
 

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -  



 2

UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

26th session 

(10 – 27 June 2014) 

EU Statement 
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Technical assistance and capacity-building 

 
 

Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

The European Union would like to seize the opportunity of this last General Debate with High 

Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay to commend her accomplishments since 2008 to 

further develop technical assistance and capacity building as one of the means to consolidate the 

foundation for human rights, democracy and rule of law.  

The opening of offices and the deployment of human rights advisers and technical missions have 

required a constant dialogue with States, regional organizations and other stakeholders. This has 

proved beneficial thanks to the commitment of the OHCHR staff worldwide and the solid 

cooperation with officials at various levels in many countries.  

The growing number of requests for assistance by the OHCHR shows that its vital role is widely 

appreciated and recognized. We are aware that OHCHR is consequently facing challenges to find 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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and allocate the necessary resources and hope that this can properly be addressed. We encourage 

countries from across regions to further support the Office financially.   

Technical assistance and capacity building is useful to all. Technical assistance and capacity 

building are also essential to make progress on thematic and cross-cutting issues worldwide.  

In particular, we are mindful of the situations in Cote d’Ivoire, Cambodia, Yemen and Libya. We 

welcome the cooperation of these Governments, but call on them to continue to work closely with 

the UN and the international community to resolve their human rights challenges. 

The EU encourages all States to continue to see the benefit of full cooperation with OHCHR. We 

encourage all States to be open to technical assistance and capacity building but also, when needed, 

to allow OHCHR full access to monitor and report on the human rights situation. The European 

Union wishes success to the incoming High Commissioner Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein in this 

particular area of work. 

Thank your Mr. President 

 

 

 


