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The European Union and its member states give special attention to the Convention on the 

Rights of People with Disabilities. The overwhelming majority of the EU countries have 

already ratified it. It is also the first legally binding international human rights instrument to 

which the EU - as an institution - is a party to.  

The European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, states that the ‘EU and the Member States 

should promote the rights of people with disabilities in their external action, including EU 

enlargement, neighborhoods and development programmes’.  

Advocating the rights of persons with disabilities is one of the EU priorities on Human Rights, 

included in the Disability Strategy, but also in the EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan 

on Human Rights, adopted by the Council in June 2012.  

The EU holds regular dialogues on human rights with more than 30 non-EU countries in 

order to discuss priority issues identified on a case-by-case basis. In these dialogues the EU 

is committed to address issues related to combating discrimination on the grounds of 

disability, and to the signature, ratification and implementation of the CRPD. Disability has 

already been raised in a number of the EU human rights dialogues with, for example, the 

African Union, Russia, the Palestinian Authority, Tajikistan or Brazil.  

With regards to development cooperation, the EU is a strong advocate for the integration of 

the disability dimension into the post-2015 development framework and related goals. In line 

with the Convention, the EU pursues a twin track approach. 
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On one hand disability-specific programmes seek to enable the full inclusion and 

participation of persons with disabilities, and are implemented both in partnership with civil 

society organisations – including Disabled People’s Organisations – and in the EU’s bilateral 

cooperation with partner countries. For example, in the last 5 years, the EU supported more 

than 300 disability specific projects run by civil society organisations in nearly 90 developing 

countries, for a total of some EUR 150 million within the framework of the European 

Instrument for Democracy Human and Rights (EIDHR).  

On the other hand, the EU seeks to address and mainstream the concerns and specific 

needs of persons with disabilities in all its development programmes as one of the EU’s 

human rights priorities. All geographical and thematic programmes should mainstream and 

promote human rights including the rights of people with disabilities. 

Technical cooperation has a critical role to work towards the objectives of the Strategy 

therefore the EU listens carefully to the requests for such assistance and includes them into 

its bilateral and thematic programmes – whenever it is possible.  

Mr. President, 

The European Union would like to take this opportunity to express its gratitude to the 

OHCHR for its comprehensive report on the UN efforts supporting States to promote and 

protect the rights of persons with disabilities. We also welcome the support provided by the 

OHCHR in the area of capacity-building and technical assistance. 

Finally Mr. President we would be interested to know in which areas the international 

or inter-agency cooperation is most needed to enhance the implementation of the 

Convention? 

 


