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UNITED NATIONS  

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

26
th

 session 

(10 – 27 June 2014) 

EU Statement 

General Debate 

Item 8 

 

Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration  

 

and Programme of Action 

 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia
*,
 Montenegro*, Iceland

†
, Serbia*, Albania

*
, Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
, Liechtenstein

‡
, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

Last year we celebrated the 20th anniversary of the World Conference on Human Rights and the 

adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action. In the final conference documents 

participants reaffirmed the continued relevance of the VDPA as a guiding document for decision 

makers and practitioners in their efforts to respond to today’s global human rights challenges.  

 

The VDPA reminds us that (I quote) Special emphasis should be given to ... strengthening of a 

pluralistic civil society. In addition, the General Assembly underscored that the VDPA had to be 

translated into action inter alia by non-governmental organizations. The European Union fully 

endorses the VDPA’s emphasis on the important and indispensible role played by civil society, 

NGOs, Human Rights Defenders and journalists, to remind governments of their human rights 

obligations and to support them in their implementation. States have the responsibility to ensure that 

                                                           
*
 The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 

candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process. 
†
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

‡
 Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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those that speak up for human rights are protected. The European Union is concerned about 

persistent cases of persecution of human rights defenders and condemns all acts of intimidation and 

violence against them. The European Union also refutes any attempts to endanger journalists in 

their profession or to place unjustified restrictions on free speech, whether online or offline. The 

promotion of the freedom of expression, of assembly and association as well as the protection of 

human rights defenders will continue to be a priority for the European Union.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

The VDPA also states that (I quote) Democracy, development, and respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. ... The international community 

should support the strengthening and promoting of democracy, development and respect for human 

rights and fundamental freedoms in the entire world. The European Union will continue its efforts, 

domestically and around the globe, to strengthen democracy, development and human rights. In this 

respect, the European Union strongly condemns mock elections to confirm despotic governments 

and secessionist referenda that are neither free nor fair as recently seen in several countries. 

 

Mr. President, 

The VDPA affirmed the universality of human rights. Not disregarding the importance of history, 

culture and religion it nevertheless states very clearly, that it is, I quote the duty of states, regardless 

of their political, economic and cultural systems to promote and protect all human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. Against this background, the European Union laments repeated efforts by 

some to undermine the principle of universality with cultural relativism. Values or cultural 

specificities, or any other concept, cannot relieve States from their obligation to protect all human 

rights of all persons in their jurisdiction. In this context it is also important to highlight what should 

be self-evident: that human rights protection is not afforded to groups, beliefs or ideologies but to 

human beings – whatever their race, age, gender, sexual orientation, religion or migration status. 

The European Union will continue its efforts to promote and protect the universality of human 

rights in the Human Rights Council and elsewhere. 

 

I thank you.  


