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Thank you Mr President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

Let me start by reiterating the EU’s full support to the independence of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights and her Office and express our sincere gratitude for their relentless efforts to fully 

promote and protect human rights. The EU will continue to stand against any attempts, of any kind 

and form, to micromanage the Office of the High Commissioner.  

The EU welcomes the recent decision adopted by the General Assembly regarding the treaty bodies 

system reform. The treaty bodies are fundamental in the translation of universal human rights norms 

into practical measures for their realisation for all rights holders. Therefore, their independence, 

sustainability, effectiveness and efficiency are key to all efforts to promote and protect human 

rights. In this respect, we express our satisfaction for the efforts of the High Commissioner 

throughout the process. It is our understanding that only a balanced solution, which addresses cost 

savings and efficiency, additional meeting time on the basis of estimated burden of work as well as 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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capacity building, can provide a credible step towards a strengthened human rights treaty body 

system. The EU underlines that the reform must lead to a higher level of compliance by the State 

Parties with their reporting obligations and better implementation of the concluding observations.   

The Special Procedures play a crucial role for the promotion and protection of human rights and 

their full independence is vital for the effective realization of their mandate. All States must fully 

cooperate with them and allow access throughout their territory. Therefore, the EU calls on all 

States to issue a standing invitation to Special Procedures. We regret the fact that many States do 

not respond to urgent actions which, in our view, amounts to lack of cooperation with the Special 

Procedures.  

The EU remains fully committed to the UPR process, the only universal mechanism where all 

States are reviewed for their human rights record. The second cycle is a valuable opportunity to 

assess both the implementation, by each State, of the recommendations of the first cycle and the 

overall progress in the field of human rights.  

The EU would like to express its support to both the Forum on Business and Human Rights and the 

Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business 

enterprises. The EU will continue to encourage and contribute to the dissemination and 

implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on business and human rights. The EU has suggested 

that the next forum on business and human rights focuses on access to remedies.  

Regarding the report of the open-ended working group on the rights of peasants and other people 

working in rural areas, the EU and its member states agree that persons living and working in rural 

areas meet with different challenges throughout the world. In spite of our concerns regarding 

substance and process of a draft Declaration, notably with regard to the number of new rights 

contained in the first draft proposed that do not exist under international law and the lack of legally 

applicable definitions and standards, the EU and its member states engaged constructively in the 

discussion around this issue. We take note of the recommendation of the Chairperson-Rapporteur to 

be entrusted with the preparation of a new text on the basis of the discussions held during the first 

session and informal consultations to be held and we hope that this new text might answer to our 

concerns, so that we can continue to engage constructively in the discussion around this issue. 
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Mr. President, 

Accessibility for persons with disabilities as well as using communications technology, including 

the webcast, in order to better disseminate the work of the human rights system are of paramount 

importance and the EU will continue to support all efforts in this direction.  

Finally, the EU reaffirms, in the strongest possible terms, its opposition to acts of reprisals against 

those who cooperate, have cooperated or seek to cooperate with international institutions, including 

with the Human Rights Council. The EU will continue to follow this issue closely and calls upon all 

States to address it systematically, by ensuring a safe and enabling environment, in law and 

practice, in which civil society can operate free from hindrance and insecurity.    

Thank you Mr. President 

 

 

 

 

 


