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The European Union would like to congratulate Mr Ruteere for his interesting and 

timely report on the use of new information technologies, such as the internet and the 

social media, for disseminating racist ideas and hate messages initiating racial hatred 

and violence.  

 

While recognizing the positive contribution of the Internet and social media platform 

to the fight against racism and discrimination, we share the concern of this platform's 

potential misuse for racist and hateful movements to disseminate racist and hateful 

messages initiating racial hatred, discrimination and violence.  

 

Let me stress in this regard that all forms and manifestations of racism and 

xenophobia are incompatible with the founding values of the EU, which are those of 

democracy, non-discrimination and the rule of law. In the European Union, racial or 

ethnic discrimination is prohibited by the Charter of Fundamental Rights, as well as 

by several Regulations and Directives. The EU has also adopted legislation which 

bans incitement to racist or xenophobic violence or hatred.  

 

The 2008 Council Framework Decision on Racism and Xenophobia is a central tool 

in this regard as it obliges Member States to make intentional public incitement to 

hatred against persons punishable. At the same time, the Framework Decision must 
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be applied in conformity with fundamental rights, in particular freedom of expression 

and association, as enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

I have two questions for the Special Rapporteur: Mr Ruteere, your report identifies a 

number of challenges faced by any attempt to prevent the dissemination of racial and 

hateful messages on the internet. These involve the sheer volume of online 

publications; the difficulties in determining jurisdiction due to the cross-border nature 

of the Internet; the problem of anonymity; and the risk of abuse of such control, often 

with serious human rights implications, including with regards to limitations of 

freedom of expression. Given those many challenges to effectively combating 

manifestations of racism on the Internet, what would in your view be the most 

appropriate and effective response? 

 

Secondly, your report highlights the crucial role of the private sector and the Internet 

service providers in combating the dissemination of racist and hate messages on the 

Internet. Could you give examples of positive measures taken by Internet service 

providers in this regard?  

 

 


