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Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Liechtenstein‡, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

At the midterm of the second cycle of the UPR, the European Union would like to take this 

opportunity to reaffirm its commitment and support to this important mechanism of the Human 

Rights Council. Since its establishment, the UPR has steadily contributed to the human rights 

protection and promotion at the country level throughout the world, and not less importantly to 

raising public awareness of the very existence of human rights The reviews bring evidence of 

concrete steps taken to ensure all human rights for every person, while fully achieving this 

important goal still requires further stepping up of efforts by all States. 

The European Union pays close attention to the degree of implementation of UPR commitments 

and endeavors to provide support to their implementation.  In order to avoid gaps in the process of 

improving the human rights record, the second cycle review should build on the outcome of the first 

one.  This is why we welcome the close attention paid to those recommendations that were already 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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made under the first cycle of the UPR, but were not yet implemented.  It is of utmost importance to 

keep States accountable for their commitments.   

We are pleased to witness an active role of the independent National Human Rights Institutions, 

which provide their views on the progress made and challenges ahead.  We are encouraged by the 

proactive participation of civil society, in all phases of the UPR, from the preparation of the national 

reports, to the reviews and further to the follow up at the country level.  Their contributions are a 

very valuable asset. 

While in many cases the relations between States and independent NGOs are exemplary, we are 

deeply concerned by increasingly frequent incidents of harassment, intimidation and reprisals 

towards civil society representatives and their organisations, related to their participation in or 

follow-up to the UPR process. Earlier this year, an activist was imprisoned and died in custody for 

merely seeking to participate in the UPR. Apparently nobody has been held accountable for her 

death. Since then more cases of reprisals have been reported. We strongly condemn such acts and 

call on States to remain vigilant so that the voices of human rights defenders continue to be heard 

throughout the UPR, including at this Council, in line with the existing rules and established 

practices. Likewise the UN must strengthen its mechanisms to tackle reprisals. 

We also welcome the support provided by the OHCHR in the area of capacity-building and 

technical assistance.  We wish to thank the Office for its contribution regarding the UPR process, 

which is key for the functioning of this unique mechanism. 

Finally, while recalling the Council’s President letter of 18 September 2013 on the existing UPR 

rules and practices, the EU would like to stress that they should be applied in a consistent manner to 

all States under Review, in line with one of key UPR principles, which is an equal treatment of all 

States. 

 

 


