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Human rights situations that require the Council's attention 

 
 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Montenegro*, Iceland†, Albania* 

and Liechtenstein‡. 

The European Union remains highly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights 

worldwide and welcomes this opportunity to discuss human rights situations in various parts of the 

world that require the Council's attention.    

In the interactive dialogues this week, the European Union has expressed itself about the continuous 

human rights violations in Eritrea, in the Syrian Arab Republic, in Belarus and in the DPRK.  

The EU believes that the situation in Belarus requires the Council's continued attention and supports 

the extension of the mandate of the Special rapporteur at this session.  

Referring to the initiative put forward by the Russian Federation on local ceasefires in Syria, the EU 

does not consider that local ceasefire arrangements alone can substitute for full implementation of 

UNSC Resolution 2139. 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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The EU remains extremely concerned about the continued and widespread violations and abuses of 

human rights in South Sudan, including extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, rape and 

other acts of sexual violence, arbitrary arrests and detention, targeted attacks against civilians.  The 

EU stresses that perpetrators of these violations and abuses must be held accountable.  The situation 

requires monitoring and reporting to this Council.  

Regarding Sudan we would like to raise the case of Meriam Ibrahim convicted to the death 

sentence and flogging no charges of apostasy and adultery; we call upon the responsible appeal 

courts to proceed with the review of the verdict with the utmost urgency. 

The EU welcomes the effort undertaken by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

to objectively assess the human rights situation in Ukraine.  The EU remains concerned in 

particular with the effects of the enforcement of the Russian legislation following the illegal 

annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol. The EU also 

remains concerned about the killings, kidnapping, torture and illegal detention of civic activists and 

journalists both in eastern Ukraine and in Crimea. The rights of persons belonging to national 

minorities must be fully upheld. 

The EU reiterates its utmost appreciation for all those who put their lives at risk to defend others, 

and calls on concerned States to release all prisoners of conscience, to review legislative and 

administrative measures, to respect the rights to freedom of association, assembly, expression and 

opinion, online as well as offline, and to safeguard an enabling environment for NGOs', human 

rights defenders' and civil society's work and participation. 

The EU is deeply concerned by the recent wave of arrests and detentions of a large number of 

peaceful human rights defenders, lawyers and intellectuals in China. The detainees had peacefully 

exercised the freedoms of conscience, expression and association recognised by the Constitution 

and should be released immediately. While acknowledging China's advancement of the economic 

and social wellbeing of its people in the past 25 years, the EU hopes to see greater space open up 

for discussion and debate about China's recent history and for lawyers, human rights defenders and 

journalists to carry out their work without harassment or interference. The EU also urges the 

Chinese authorities to ensure that, where needed, detainees have rapid access to independent and 

adequate medical care, in order to avoid a repetition of recent deaths in custody. Finally, the EU is 

concerned about the mass sentencing that have recently taken place in the Xinjiang region.  
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The EU is concerned by the increased pressure Russian authorities are exerting on Civil Society, 

Human Rights Defenders and NGOs, in particular through the implementation of the  "foreign 

agents law".  Individuals and groups should be free to communicate with United Nations bodies 

without fear of prosecution and discrimination. In this context we invite Russia to act in line with 

the relevant opinion of the Commissioner on Human Rights of the Council of Europe.  

The EU calls on Egypt to ensure that the rule of law, as well as fundamental rights, such as the 

rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association are upheld for all.  The EU remains 

concerned at the continued detention of thousands of Egyptian citizens, many of whom were 

detained on unclear grounds, and the conditions under which they are detained. We are also 

concerned by recent mass trials, which ended up with death sentences being issued. The EU further 

underlines the need for independent investigations into the deaths of protesters during summer 

2013.  

The European Union stresses the need for the resumption of direct substantial negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinian side and remains concerned with the situation of human rights in 

occupied Palestinian territory. The EU is disappointed by recent settlement announcements, calls 

again for a stop to settlement expansion and underlines the necessity of proper investigations in the 

latest events in Ofer in order to ensure accountability. All sides should refrain from incitement. The 

EU is also concerned about the current hunger strike of Palestinians administrative detainees and 

their deteriorating health condition. The EU reiterates its long standing concern about the excessive 

use by Israel of administrative detention. All necessary medical assistance shall be made available 

and family visits allowed as a matter of urgency. The EU calls for full cooperation with the newly 

appointed Special Rapporteur Makarim Wibisono. We also condemn in the strongest terms the 

abduction of three Israeli students in the West Bank and call for their immediate release and safe 

return to their families. 

Among other situations of concern we would finally like to raise the situation in Venezuela, where 

unrest has led to the loss of over 40 lives since February. The EU supports regional efforts to bring 

all parties to the table and hopes that a comprehensive and constructive dialogue can lead to the 

settlement of this crisis.  

 



 5

 

 


