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Mr President,  

The European Union would like to warmly thank the Special Rapporteur on the 

situation of Human Rights in Eritrea, Ms. Sheila Keetharuth, for her presentation and 

her hard work. We deeply regret that despite numerous calls by the international 

community the Government of Eritrea refuses to cooperate with you and to grant you 

access to the country in order to allow for the full monitoring of the human rights 

situation of its people. 

We studied with great interest your last report focused on the indefinite national 

service and arbitrary arrest and detention – two of the key reasons that incite 

thousands of Eritreans every year to leave their home country. 

The European Union is deeply worried by the human rights consequences of the 

national service on the Eritrean people, due to its length and harsh conditions, 

including forced and underage recruitment; heavy punishments amounting to torture 

for deserters often accompanied by reprisals against their families; and forced labor. 

Women are particularly vulnerable and at risk of sexual violence during military 

service. We agree with you that the Government-defined "no war–no peace” situation 

should not serve as an excuse to violate the rights of the Eritrean citizens.  

Madame Special Rapporteur, you recommend in your report the discontinuation of 

the indefinite national service. How can the international community work with Eritrea 

in this endeavor? 
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The European Union also deplores the fact that serious human rights violations 

denounced in your first report last year have continued unabated, including arbitrary 

arrests, incommunicado detention and inhumane prison conditions; extrajudicial 

killings; torture; restrictions on fundamental freedoms; and sexual and gender-based 

violence. Moreover, these violations occur in the climate of widespread impunity.  

We reiterate our calls on Eritrea to release all political prisoners and journalists, and 

those detained for their religious beliefs, to put an immediate end to incommunicado 

detention and to torture, and to allow unhindered access by international monitors to 

all detention facilities.  

Finally, we welcome the participation by the Eritrean authorities in the second 

universal period review in February this year. We encourage them to view it as a 

renewed opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to the promotion and protection 

of human rights by accepting the recommendations aimed at addressing the 

numerous human rights challenges on the ground. 

To conclude, we would like to express our full support for the mandate of the Special 

Rapporteur and for its extension for another year. We further call on the Government 

of Eritrea to respond positively to the requests of the Special Rapporteur and to 

engage in an open and constructive dialogue on the human rights situation in Eritrea. 

 

 


