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Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The EU welcomes this opportunity to pay attention once again to the fight against racism, racial 

discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, which remains a high priority in our human 

rights agenda. These phenomena run counter to the founding principles of the EU, namely respect 

for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights.  

The concept that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and in rights is one of the 

fundamental principles of the European Union. All members of our societies, irrespective of their 

gender, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation, must be 

treated equally, in law and in practice. In this regard, we reiterate our commitment to combat racism 

and racial or ethnic discrimination both within the EU and throughout the world.  

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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In the European Union, racial or ethnic discrimination is prohibited by the Charter of Fundamental 

Rights, as well as by several Regulations and Directives. The EU has also adopted legislation which 

bans incitement to racist or xenophobic violence or hatred. Furthermore, all EU Member States are 

required by EU law to set up national bodies for the promotion of equal treatment of all persons 

without discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin. These bodies, among other tasks, 

provide assistance to victims of discrimination.   

In addition, the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights plays an important role by collecting, analysing 

and disseminating objective and comparable information about the situation in the EU. 

The EU also supports a wide range of civil society organisations in their work against racism and 

non-discrimination through its European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights.  

Mr. President, 

The EU reiterates the importance of ratifying and fully implementing the International Convention 

on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. The Convention constitutes the universal 

foundation for efforts to prevent, combat and eradicate racism and racial discrimination. All EU 

member states have ratified the Convention.  

Furthermore, the EU remains committed to implementing the objectives and commitments 

undertaken at the 2001 Durban World conference on combating racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia and related intolerance. 

We are deeply engaged in the work of the Council and its subsidiary bodies to this effect. Since our 

last session of the Human Rights Council in March, we participated in the session of the Working 

Group of Experts on People of African Descent in April, sharing the EU's experiences on the topic 

of "access to justice". 

Furthermore, the EU actively and constructively engaged in the subsequent almost four weeks' of 

negotiations of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the 

DDPA to develop a draft program of activities for the International Decade for People of African 

Descent. The EU is strongly committed to ensuring a successful Decade, and we regret that in the 

end the IGWG did not succeed in finalising the draft program of activities, as it had been mandated 

to do.  
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As the negotiations on the outstanding parts of the draft program will now continue in New York, it 

is our hope that we can focus on issues that unite us, rather than on issues that have divided us in the 

past. We continue to believe that a consensual program of activities for the Decade is the best way 

to ensure that the Decade will be successfully implemented. The EU on its side will continue to 

engage constructively in the negotiations, focusing on added value and concrete improvements in 

the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance everywhere in the 

world.  

 

 

 

 


