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Thank you Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

Let me express the EU’s appreciation to the High Commissioner and her Office as well as to the 

Secretary General for the thematic reports under items 2 and 3. 

The EU remains a strong advocate of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and commits 

itself to the promotion and protection of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, on an 

equal footing, as well as to their universality, indivisibility, interrelatedness and interdependence for 

all people, irrespective of their sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, sexual 

orientation or gender identity. We are equally committed to the promotion of democracy, rule of 

law and good governance, as they and the human rights are closely linked and mutually reinforcing.    

 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The EU would like to reaffirm its strong opposition to the use of death penalty worldwide and 

remains a strong advocate of its abolition. The EU is fully engaged to promote wide support to the 

UNGA moratorium resolution this fall and welcomes the High Commissioner’s clear stance against 

the death penalty at the opening of this HRC session. 

We are concerned with the increasing number of instances of violence and discrimination against 

persons belonging to religious minorities. Freedom of religion or belief must be protected 

everywhere and guaranteed for everybody. We stress that States have a duty to protect everyone, 

including persons belonging to religious minorities, from discrimination, violence and other 

violations. 

The promotion and protection of the rights of the child lies at the core of the EU’s human rights 

agenda. We welcome the High Commissioner’s report on preventing and eliminating child, early 

and forced marriage. We agree that policy and protection measures, action and strategies should be 

guided by the best interests of the child and in accordance with international human rights standards 

and fully concur with your assessment that these policies, actions and strategies should be part of 

broader efforts to promote equality and eliminate discrimination against women and girls in all 

areas. In the same vein, the EU would like to also express its full commitment to the advancement 

of women’s rights, gender equality and women’s empowerment. In this overall context, we 

welcome the summary of the consultations held on the draft basic principles on the right to effective 

remedy for victims of trafficking in persons and take note of the basic principles on the right to an 

effective remedy for victims of trafficking in persons as outlined in the annex to the summary.   

Freedom of opinion and expression as well as of association and assembly are part of the 

fundamental rights of every human being and the EU will continue to be their staunch advocate. In 

this respect, the European Union has recently adopted Guidelines that reaffirms the full applicability 

of Freedom of expression both online and offline and addresses unjustified restrictions on freedom 

of expression, while protecting the right to inform of journalists, bloggers and other media workers. 

The EU condemns, in the strongest possible terms, every effort to limit civil society through 

legislative and other restrictions and will continue to oppose any attempt for reprisals against 

individuals and civil society representatives who cooperate with human rights mechanisms.   
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The EU fully encourages and contributes to the dissemination and implementation of the UN 

Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. In this respect, the EU welcomes the report of 

the Secretary General on the challenges, strategies and developments with regard to the 

implementation of the Guiding Principles by the United Nations system, including programmes, 

funds and agencies, as well as its addendum. The EU will continue, as appropriate, to participate in 

relevant debates and workshops at the UN and support the multi-stakeholder process, contacts with 

third countries and the development of national action plans.    

Finally, the EU will remain an advocate for the enjoyment of human rights by all, including LGBTI 

persons and supports relevant initiatives in UN fora.  

 Thank you Mr. President 

 

 


