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Mr. President, 

The European Union welcomes this very timely and important debate on the 

identification of good practices and challenges in combating female genital mutilation.  

The EU has repeatedly shown zero tolerance for this practice which affects the lives 

of thousands of women and girls worldwide every year and is internationally 

recognised as human rights violation and a form of violence against women and girls, 

with severe health consequences.  

Last November, on the occasion of the International Day for Elimination of Violence 

against Women, the European Commission announced a new push to fight female 

genital mutilation (FGM) in the EU and at a global level. This comprehensive action 

plan was the follow-up to the broad public consultation on how best to develop 

measures to fight FGM, launched by the European Commission in March 2013. It 

builds upon coordinated efforts at national, regional and international levels and 

foresees appropriate monitoring on an annual basis, by the occasion of the 

International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM.  

Measures in place encompass the full use of EU funding to support activities to help 

prevent FGM, including by raising awareness to the problem and by empowering 

women and girls; actions to improve support for victims; to support health 

practitioners; to support national enforcement of anti-FGM laws; to improve protection 



 

2 

 

of women at risk on the EU territory, including under EU asylum rules; to facilitate the 

exchange of experience and good practices on FGM issues between EU Member 

States; to encourage more research into the number of women and girls at risk and a 

better understanding of the phenomena. The Commission has announced EUR 3.7 

million in funding to support Member States' activities to raise awareness of violence 

against women and a further EUR 11.4 million for NGOs and others working with 

victims. The European Parliament has also adopted a resolution on the elimination of 

FGM last February. The Council of the European Union has just adopted, last week, 

conclusions on preventing and combating all forms of violence against women and 

girls, including female genital mutilation.  

At global level, the EU is committed to promoting worldwide elimination of FGM. We 

make full use of the instruments we have at our disposal, including political dialogue 

with our partner countries, but also support to civil society, local actors and local 

communities. A joint EU-UNICEF project has helped thousands of families, 

communities and countries to change attitudes about female genital mutilation and 

other harmful practices.  

We are working with the African Union and at the United Nations to promote global 

initiatives against FGM and we particularly commend the African Union for its 

leadership in the adoption of a UN resolution to help tackle female genital mutilation. 

We are convinced that only through a global coordination of efforts, at all levels, we 

can step up the progress to ensure that this intolerable practice and human rights 

violation is eliminated once and for all.  

I would like to finish with one question – in connection with the purpose of identifying 

good practises when combatting FGM, how does the panel of experts envisage the 

possibility of including the issue of combatting FGM in the post-2015 development 

agenda? 

I thank you. 

 


