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Mr Special Rapporteur,  

 

The European Union wishes to express its gratitude to the Special Rapporteur on 

Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Mr Christof Heyns for the 

comprehensive report he has presented to the Human Rights Council this session.  

The protection of the right to life during law enforcement is a subject that warrants the 

full attention of this Council. It is a thought-provoking report you have presented 

today, and to mention but one quote is the estimation that 1 out of 25 violent deaths 

are caused by law enforcement personnel, sometimes in conformity with the law, but 

other times not. You also refer to reports of impunity when people have died at the 

hands of law enforcement officials. Combating impunity is an important priority to the 

EU.    

We note that you among your conclusions state that there is a widespread 

divergence between the international standards on the use of lethal force by law 

enforcement officials and the domestic law in many countries. The EU would like to 

highlight the recommendation you make to States that domestic law should be 

brought in line with international standards 

You encourage treaty bodies, special procedures and the UPR to scrutinize closely 

the laws and practices of States in this regard. What do you see as the Human 

Rights Council’s contribution to this topic?  
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In conclusion, Mr Special Rapporteur, the EU, which is opposed to the death penalty 

in all circumstances, would like to welcome your clear stance on this issue and to 

encourage you to further develop your activities in this regard.  

Turning now to the Special Rapporteur on internally displaced persons 

Mr. Special Rapporteur, 

The European Union welcomes your report and your presentation today. We 

commend you for the highly professional way, in which you continue to exercise your 

mandate as Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced 

Persons.  

In 2014, figures for internal displacement reached 33.3 million people worldwide. This 

sad record reminds us of the urgency to engage in preventing internal displacement 

and in protecting and supporting the needs and human rights concerns of IDPs, 

whether the displacement was caused by conflict, violence or disaster.  

It is the primary responsibility of States to protect the human rights of internally 

displaced persons on their territory. We also emphasize, however, the role that a 

continuous dialogue of experts with governments and other relevant stakeholders, 

including international actors, can play to facilitate durable solutions for internally 

displaced persons. We therefore thank you for the high number of field visits, which 

you have undertaken to Georgia, Serbia, Kosovo, South Sudan and Sri Lanka, all at 

the requests of the respective governments. We would appreciate more information 

on further visits planned or requested. 

We also welcome your persistent efforts to mainstream the human rights of IDPs and 

the UN Guiding Principles on internal displacement, within the UN system, in 

particular through your close cooperation with UNHCR and OCHA as well as your 

regular participation at the UN’s Inter-Agency Standing Committee. The European 

Union also appreciates your cooperation with regional organisations, namely the 

African Union and the OSCE. 

Your report focuses on the Kampala Convention which, at the regional level, 

represents a significant advance in standard setting for the increased protection of 
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and assistance to internally displaced persons. We concur with your conclusions that 

much work remains to be done to translate this important instrument into practical 

improvements for the human rights situation of IDPs and we would appreciate a more 

in-depth assessment from you on the degree of commitment towards its 

implementation. 

The European Union joins you in emphasising the importance of establishing 

accountability mechanisms and strengthening reconciliation processes to ensure that 

those alleged to have perpetrated human rights violations against internally displaced 

persons are brought to justice, and that the communities affected by conflict and 

internal displacement can move towards peace. 

In this context, we also welcome your conclusion that displacement is not simply a 

humanitarian issue but one that also requires the sustained engagement of 

development actors. They too need to base their work on human rights and ensure 

that the human rights of all persons, including of IDPs, are realized. Finally, we would 

like to ask you how states and other development actors could better contribute to 

the effective integration of the internal displacement issue into their human rights 

advocacy? 

 

 


