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Mr. President, 

 

The European Union has promoted gender equality over the past five decades, and 

we continue to do so on a daily basis, including through the EU Strategy for Equality 

between Men and Women 2010-2015 and the EU Gender Action Plan 2010-2015. 

Moreover, gender equality and women’s empowerment are at the heart of our rights 

based approach to development cooperation. However, as documented by many 

studies, including the report on progress on equality between women and men in 

2013 released by the European Commission earlier this year, much remains to be 

done to ensure de facto equality in the economic sphere. 

 

We thank the working group for its efforts to highlight some of the key remaining 

challenges and share their concern over their consequences. Eliminating 

discrimination against women in economic life is first and foremost a rights issue, but 

it is also a matter of smart economic policies, as research unequivocally shows that 

empowering women benefits the economic development of societies.  

 

We recognize that we, too, must do better. We are still far from de facto equality in 

decision-making or reaching gender balance on corporate boards. However, gender 

employment gap in the EU has diminished by almost a third over the past 10 years, 

due to targeted policies such as investment in child care and promotion of women’s 

participation in the labour market. Similarly, the share of women on boards has been 



2 

 

rising steadily, coinciding with increased regulatory pressure, proving that we can 

crack the glass ceiling, and that the role of governments in doing so is crucial. 

 

We therefore welcome the recommendations of the working group in this regard, and 

reiterate our full support to this important mandate. 

 

Turning on to the Special Rapporteur on right to education 

 

Mr. President, 

The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur on the right to 

education, Mr. Kishore Singh, for the elaboration and presentation of his report to the 

Human Rights Council, and reiterate its full support to this mandate of crucial 

importance. 

We welcome this year’s focus on the assessment of the educational attainments of 

students, as an innovative area which builds upon previous work undertaken by the 

Special Rapporteur, namely by elaborating on the basic requirements of quality 

education for all. 

Mr. President, 

Very recently, more than 200 girls were abducted in Nigeria by the militia Boko 

Haram simply for attending school. This abhorrent act is an eloquent statement of the 

much that there is to be done to ensure that the right to education is a reality for all 

persons everywhere. Can you please tell us whether you have considered taking any 

initiatives in this regard? 

At the same time, consultations are ongoing concerning the post-2015 education 

agenda, both as it concerns the Education for All framework and the post-2015 

development agenda. In your report, you recommend that the cause of quality 

education continues to be championed in this context. Could you please elaborate on 

concrete priority initiatives that, according to your evaluation, could play a central role 

in advancing quality education within these agendas? 

Thank you. 


