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EU Intervention 

 
Mr. La Rue,  
 
The European Union would like to commend you for your valuable work and thank 

you for your latest report on the realization of the right to freedom of opinion and 

expression in electoral contexts. We call on States to respond positively to your visit 

requests and regret that many of these requests have been pending for years.  

 

The European Union attaches great importance to the freedom of expression and 

has recently adopted Guidelines to promoting and protecting freedom of opinion and 

expression online and offline. These Guidelines confirm the pivotal role that this 

freedom plays in a democratic society, including during electoral processes. The EU 

is of the view that freedom of opinion and expression includes political discourse and 

advertising during election campaigns. We encourage free and pluralistic reporting on 

elections as well as equitable political party access to public service media during 

election campaigns.  

 

Regarding the promotion of freedom of opinion and expression during electoral 

processes, we would like to hear your views on concrete measures and examples 

that can be taken to ensure the safety of journalists and media workers online and 



offline. We would also like to invite you to elaborate on the growing trend of disruption 

to the freedom of opinion and expression online in electoral contexts. 

Turning to Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 

and of association 

We warmly thank you, Mr. Special Rapporteur, for your report in which you assess an 

issue of great concern to the European Union – the threats to the rights to freedom 

of peaceful assembly and of association for groups most at risk.  

We commend your choice to focus on discrimination, unequal treatment and 

harassment, both in law and practice, against certain groups and on deprivation of 

their right to freely associate and peacefully assemble. We share your assessment 

that among those who are most at risk are persons with disabilities; youth; women; 

LGBTI people; members of minority groups; indigenous peoples; IDPs; and non-

nationals (including refugees, asylum seekers and migrant workers). We agree that 

our considerations should also include those who actively lobby and advocate for the 

rights of groups most at risk such as human rights defenders, including journalists or 

environmental activists.  

 

We share your view that rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 

must not only be protected but also facilitated as these rights contribute to 

empowering individuals and to overcoming the challenges of marginalization. It is of 

importance that no individual belonging to a group most at risk is criminalized for 

exercising his/her rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, nor is 

subject to intimidation or reprisals. 

We would like to hear, Mr. Kiai, what are, in your view, the principal reasons for 

Governments resorting to undue restrictions that lead to discrimination of groups 

most at risk or have a disproportionately negative impact on them? How can States 

ensure that any restrictions are proportional to the aim pursued and do not harm the 

principles on which democratic societies are based? 

We thank you, Mr. Kiai and Mr La Rue, and wish you all the best in your further work. 

 


