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Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Albania* , Liechtenstein‡, Ukraine and the Republic of 

Moldova.  

The EU would like to thank you, Madam High Commissioner, for presenting an update to the 

Human Rights Council and for your exemplary proactive and vocal role during your mandate which 

has immensely contributed to the strengthening of the human rights pillar of the UN.   Your 

intensified contacts with the UNSC have significantly reinforced synergies within the UN, 

highlighting the interconnectedness of human rights, peace, security and development.  

The EU also wishes to commend you and your Office for your leadership in bringing about the 

successful outcome of the treaty body system strengthening process, and looks forward to the 

speedy implementation of the UNGA 68/268 resolution.  

We wish to underline the utmost importance of preserving the impartiality, objectivity and non-

selectivity of your valuable work. No State is free from human rights challenges and we all should 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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be ready to step up our efforts. We welcome the continued focus of the Office on combatting 

discrimination in all its forms, including gender-based discrimination, and on human rights 

education, as well as its work on strengthening national capacities in the areas of rule of law, 

democracy and good governance, including through strengthening civil society as an important 

component of functioning democracies.  

Madam High Commissioner,  

The EU welcomes the very good work and regular reporting of the UN Human Rights Monitoring 

Mission in Ukraine, whose contribution is critical to the establishment of objective facts on the 

ground. We regret, however, that the situation in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions remains 

precarious due to illegal acts by armed separatists. The violence, threats and kidnappings, including 

of international observers, are unacceptable. We call for the immediate and unconditional release of 

the observers.  The EU condemns these violent acts and all violations of Ukraine's sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. We call on all parties to engage in dialogue in order to find a political resolution 

to the crisis. We further call on all parties to take concrete steps to implement the recommendations 

of the Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. We reiterate our call on the Russian 

Federation to take actions to fully implement the Geneva joint statement. 

We commend the readiness of Ukraine to cooperate fully with OHCHR and to draw on the 

expertise of regional organizations such as the Council of Europe and the OSCE in its efforts to 

pursue an inclusive political process that respects the rights of persons belonging to national 

minorities, to effectively investigate human rights violations, and to advance constitutional reform 

in an inclusive manner. We also welcome the holding of the presidential elections, recognized by 

international monitors as largely in line with international standards, and call on all parties to accept 

the outcome of these elections as an expression of the will of the Ukrainian people. We regret that 

they could not take place in the illegally annexed Autonomous Republic of Crimea and City of 

Sevastopol and were seriously disturbed by illegal armed groups in the Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions. 

Madam High Commissioner,  
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The EU is gravely concerned about gross human rights violations in South Sudan that may amount 

to crimes against humanity. The Council must play its part to ensure that there is accountability for 

these egregious violations. 

 

The EU shares your concerns regarding developments in Thailand.  Thailand must urgently restore 

the legitimate democratic process and the Constitution, through credible and inclusive elections. We 

urge the military leadership to free all those who have been detained for political reasons and to 

remove censorship. We call on all parties to exercise the utmost restraint. Respect for human rights 

and fundamental freedoms must be upheld.  

 

In the field of technical assistance and capacity-building, we encourage Bahrain to further enhance 

cooperation with your Office including through the establishment of a country office with full 

mandate. While observing a worrying trend regarding the compliance of Egypt with international 

human rights obligations, we look forward to finalising arrangement for an OHCHR regional office 

in Cairo. The EU trusts that the newly elected president Sisi and the Egyptian government will 

tackle the serious challenges faced by the country, among them the respect of the human rights of 

all Egyptian citizens, in line with international obligations and guaranteed by the new Constitution 

adopted last January. 

Madam High Commissioner, 

 

We share your call for a moratorium of the death penalty, with a view to its abolition, and regret 

that capital punishment continues to be applied in contravention of international standards. 

We call for an urgent review of the sentencing to flogging and capital punishment of Meriam 

Ibrahim on charges of adultery and apostasy in Sudan and welcome your clear stance on this issue. 

The freedom of religion or belief is of paramount importance to the upholding of human rights 

across the world.  

To conclude, we reiterate our appreciation for your work, Madam High Commissioner, over the 

past six years, and once again pay tribute to the tireless efforts of you and your staff to promote and 

protect human rights for all.  


