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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

25th session 

(3 – 28 March 2014) 

EU Statement 

General Debate 

Item 10 

Technical assistance and capacity-building 
 
 

Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Albania*, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

The European Union expresses its unwavering support to the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and her office in their work to promote and protect human rights for all.  We value 

OHCHR’s commitment to technical assistance and capacity building to consolidate, in a constant 

dialogue with States, regional organizations and other stakeholders, the foundation for human 

rights, democracy and rule of law. The growing number of requests for assistance by the OHCHR 

shows that its vital role is widely appreciated and recognized.  

The EU welcomes the swift deployment of a UN human rights monitoring mission to Ukraine to 

help establish the facts surrounding human rights violations, and looks forward to receiving public 

reporting on human rights situation on a regular basis . We commend the readiness of Ukraine to 

cooperate fully with OHCHR and to draw on the expertise of regional organizations such as the 

Council of Europe and the OSCE in its efforts to pursue an inclusive political process that respects 

the rights of persons belonging to national minorities, to investigate human rights violations, to 

ensure free and fair elections and to advance constitutional reform.  We call on all parties to allow 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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free and unfettered access to all regions of Ukraine, including Crimea, to independent international 

monitors. 

We note with satisfaction the cooperation of Guinea with UN human rights mechanisms, and 

encourage the Guinean authorities to intensify their efforts in implementing the recommendations of 

the international Commission of Inquiry. 

We praise Cote d'Ivoire for its continued full cooperation with the Independent Expert. We 

welcome the creation of a National Human Rights Commission and the progressive establishment 

of democratic institutions in the country. We encourage the authorities to intensify their efforts 

aimed at investigating human rights violations, combating sexual violence, and providing victims 

with material and psychological assistance. 

The EU further welcomes the efforts of Haiti  to address precarious economic, social and cultural 

rights, social inequality, as well as the situation of pre-trial detainees, and underlines the need to 

further step up these actions.  

We commend the Government of Mali  for improvements made with regard to security situation in 

the country, as well as the re-establishment of constitutional order. We encourage it to focus on 

accountability for human rights violations as a fundamental step towards national reconciliation, 

and commend its ongoing efforts to investigate the crimes committed by the former military junta.  

We recognise the serious security, political and economic challenges facing the Libyan authorities 

after four decades of misrule. We will continue to support Libya as  it attempts to lay the 

foundations for transitional justice and national reconciliation, and commend the effort made by 

Libya to build the basis for democracy, the rule of law and human rights. In this regard, we also 

applaud Libya’s continued constructive engagement with the Human Rights Council. We encourage 

the government to increase efforts to ensure that detainees in state and non-state detention centres 

are treated according to international obligations and urge the government to ratify the OPCAT. 

We appreciate the full cooperation by the Central African Republic  with international 

mechanisms, but remains gravely concerned about the extreme insecurity and ongoing human rights 

violations in the country. We call on all parties to immediately end violent attacks against the 

population and reiterate that all who perpetrate such acts will be brought to justice. We reiterate our 
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support to the independent expert and the commission of inquiry on CAR, and call on the 

authorities to continue to extend full cooperation to these important mechanisms.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


