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The European Union has a longstanding partnership with the DRC, that covers a broad 

range of issues. The EU is also an active actor in the promotion of peace and security in the 

Great Lakes Region of Africa.    

As a careful observer of the country, the EU is saddened by scale and intensity of sexual 

violence in the DRC, particularly, but not exclusively, in the Eastern provinces of North Kivu, 

South Kivu and Orientale, where persisting conflict and unrest have a very negative impact.    

The EU has repeatedly asked the Congolese authorities to address impunity as a matter of 

priority, and to hold perpetrators of acts of sexual violence to account, including members of 

the Congolese defence and security forces. The EU welcomes the initial steps that have 

been taken in this regard, with the trials of those responsible for the sexual violence in 

Minova in November 2012, and other trials. The EU emphasizes the need to provide long-

term support to prevent sexual violence and gender-based violence, as part of broader 

development and humanitarian efforts.  

In that regard, as part of the €620 million of new EU support to the DRC for the period 2014-

2020, European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs has just presented a new 

programme, worth €20 million, to tackle gender-based violence in the country.  

While recognizing that some positive steps have been taken by the government to address 

the plague of sexual violence, the EU recognises that a lot remains to be done. In that 

regard, we would suggest the following measures would be of great help:     

- Provide the justice system with the capacity and resources necessary to fight against 

impunity and to ensure reparation to victims 

- Accelerate the implementation of a security sector reform that would include a strong 

vetting system;  



 

- Increase the effectiveness of medical and legal assistance to victims ;  

 

Finally, the European Union has taken good note of, and welcomes, the Joint Communiqué 

between the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the United Nations 

on the Fight Against Sexual Violence in Conflict, which was signed in March 2013 in 

Kinshasa.  

 

Could Minister Mumba Matipa and Special Representative Bangura describe us the state of 

implementation of this important document ?  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


