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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

25th session 

(3 – 28 March 2014) 

EU Statement 

General Debate 

Item 8 

Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
 
 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Liechtenstein‡, Ukraine and Georgia. 

The VDPA reminds us that (I quote) Special emphasis should be given to ... strengthening of a 

pluralistic civil society. In addition, the General Assembly underscored that the VDPA had to be 

translated into action inter alia by non-governmental organizations. The European Union fully 

endorses the VDPA and its emphasis on the important and indispensible role played by civil 

society, including NGOs, Human Rights Defenders and journalists, to remind governments of their 

human rights obligations and to support them in their implementation. Civil society reflects the 

plurality of voices that is the bedrock for any democratic society. States have the primary 

responsibility to ensure that those that speak up for human rights are protected and encouraged to do 

so.  

The European Union is concerned about persistent cases of persecution of human rights defenders 

and condemns all acts of intimidation, reprisals and violence against them. The European Union 

also refutes any attempts to endanger journalists in their profession or to place unjustified 

restrictions on free speech, whether online or offline. The promotion of the freedom of expression, 
                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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opinion, peaceful assembly and association, as well as the protection of human rights defenders, 

will continue to be a priority for the European Union. 

The European Union is seriously concerned about recent and on-going activities in a number of 

countries, where government actions have even led to the death of human rights defenders. The 

European Union calls upon all states to respect their international obligations and to create and 

maintain, in law and in practice, a safe and enabling environment in which civil society can operate 

free from hindrance and insecurity.  

Mr. President, 

Two years after the first ever Human Rights Council resolution on human rights, sexual orientation 

and gender identity was passed by the Human Rights Council, we would like to use this opportunity 

to remind the Council and its membership that we cannot be complacent. As pointed out by 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, the struggle for the rights of LGBTI persons “is one of the great, 

neglected human rights struggles of our time.” 

International human rights law states clearly that all people are entitled to enjoy their rights without 

discrimination. States have the obligation, under international human rights law, to protect all 

citizens, including gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender or intersex citizens, from violence and 

discrimination. This is not about values. This is about international law. The criminalisation of 

private, consensual sex between adults of the same sex breaches a State’s obligations under 

international law, including the obligations to protect individual privacy and to guarantee non-

discrimination. This has been the consistent position of United Nations human rights experts since 

1994, when the Human Rights Committee decided Toonen v. Australia.” 

Unfortunately, the reality in many countries is different. Homosexual acts are illegal in over 70 

countries and even punishable by death in seven. Recently, we have seen acts in several countries to 

even further increase the criminalisation of LGBTI persons. The European Union is deeply 

concerned about this development. We call on these countries to repeal their laws which are illegal 

under international human rights law and to protect all their citizens from violence and 

discrimination. Such laws constitute grave violations of LGTBI persons’ human rights and cause 

immense suffering for populations.   
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The international community cannot sit by and allow that people are being punished just for who 

they are or who they love. LGBTI persons are entitled to the same human rights and fundamental 

freedoms as everyone else. We all should learn from our own histories that persecuting people, 

including minorities, or discrimination of any kind, leads to catastrophic results. Therefore, the 

Council must continue to promote the respect for and the protection of human rights for all, 

including LGBTI persons. 

I thank you. 

 

 

 


