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Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Liechtenstein‡, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

The EU reassures, in the strongest possible way, the High Commissioner for Human Rights of its 

unwavering support both to the independence and integrity of her mandate and the Office and to the 

dedicated work done in order to fully promote and protect human rights. The EU stands against any 

attempts to micromanage the Office of the High Commissioner. The EU and its Member States also 

continue to remain committed to addressing budgetary constraints faced by the OHCHR inter alia 

by giving special consideration to the capacity constraints of the Council and the resource 

constraints of OHCHR when launching new initiatives.   

 

The EU thanks the High Commissioner for the efforts to facilitate the multistakeholder 

consultations on treaty body strengthening, including her report which included recommendations 

to different parties. We believe that the challenges faced by both the treaty bodies and states parties 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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are urgent and we join colleagues across the regions in reaffirming our commitment to the joint 

outcome of the General Assembly consultations aimed at addressing these challenges. We also 

welcome the High Commissioner's continued role in this regard. 

  

Mr. President, 

 

The Special Procedures constitute one of the most important mechanisms of the Human Rights 

Council for the promotion and protection of human rights. Their full independence is the 

cornerstone for the effective realization of their mandate. All States must fully cooperate with them 

and allow access. Therefore, the EU calls on all States to issue a standing invitation to Special 

Procedures. Field visits are the most important tools in the hands of the mandate holders while 

reporting contributes further to the advancement of human rights overall. We regret the fact that 

many States do not respond to urgent actions which, in our view, amounts to lack of cooperation 

with the Special Procedures. The EU and its Member States remain concerned about the resourcing 

of the mandate holders and calls for the allocation of adequate resources to this mechanism.   

 

Mr. President, 

 

The value of the UPR process is in its universality and in its method of peer reviewing the human 

rights record of every Member State. The second cycle has been, so far, an opportunity to assess the 

implementation, by each State, of the recommendations of the first cycle as well as to submit new 

recommendations based on more recent developments. We express our great satisfaction for the fact 

that all States continue to cooperate fully with this mechanism and call on all to avoid politicization 

of the UPR process.     

   

The EU and its Member States fully support all measures aiming at ensuring accessibility for 

persons with disabilities as well as using communications technology, including the webcast, in 

order to better disseminate the work of the human rights system. 
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Mr. President, 

The EU reaffirms its strong opposition to reprisals against individuals and civil society 

representatives who cooperate with human rights mechanisms, including with the Special 

Procedures. The EU follows this issue closely and calls upon all States to address it systematically.       

 

Thank you Mr. President 

 

 

 

 


