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Mr. / Mme. Vice-President, distinguished panellists, 

The European Union welcomes the focus of this year's annual discussion and the report of 

the OHCHR on inclusive education. We believe that today's discussion and the key findings 

of the report will help us towards a better understanding of all the relevant dimensions of 

inclusive education.   

The EU firmly believes that inclusive education is indispensable to achieve realization of the 

right to education for all, including for persons with disabilities. Inclusive education places at 

the forefront values that enhance a person's ability to achieve his/her goals and embrace 

diversity as an opportunity to learn. By emphasizing participation of learners through different 

strategies and importance of respect for human diversity, inclusive education provides a 

sound platform for countering prejudice, misconception, stigmatization, exclusion and 

discrimination, which are some of the most serious barriers to the right of persons with 

disabilities to education.   

The EU is committed to removing all barriers, including social and economic barriers, which 

hinder persons with disabilities from enjoying their right to education.  The European 

Disability Strategy for the years 2010 – 2020 identifies key actions at EU level with aim of 

promoting inclusive education for persons with disabilities. These actions include removal of 

legal and organisational barriers for people with disabilities to general education and timely 

support for inclusive education and personalised learning.  

I would like to address the following questions to the panellists: 

 

- Could you elaborate the main challenges that States encounter in ensuring 

reasonable accommodation? What concrete measures would you recommend in 

order to overcome them? 



 

- Could you illustrate good practices in changing culture, policy and practice of the 

mainstream schools in order to accommodate the needs of all students, including 

those with disabilities? 

 

In conclusion, the EU would like to underline the importance of the right of accessibility for 

and inclusion of the rights of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development and call 

upon the international community to seize every opportunity to take disability into account in 

the emerging post-2015 UN development agenda. 

Thank you. 

 


