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Thank you Mr. President, 

The EU thanks the Commission of Inquiry for its 7th report on the rapidly deteriorating 

situation in Syria, which is now more alarming than ever. This conflict has just passed its 

third anniversary mark, and it is civilians who continue to suffer heavily on a daily basis. 

According to the Commission’s findings, unlawful killings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, 

hostage-taking, enforced disappearances, torture, sexual and gender-based violence, 

violation of children's rights, unlawful attacks, use of illegal weapons, sieges, arbitrary and 

forcible displacement and use of barrel bombs, are still part of the daily routine of the Syrian 

people. This situation is resulting in an ever increasing number of deaths, serious injuries, 

and all kinds of inhumane treatment.   

We note, in particular, the reference in the report to the alarming and still rising number of 

refugees and Internally Displaced Persons, as well as the number of persons besieged, 

which currently stands at more than 250.000. We strongly condemn the Syrian authorities' 

use of starvation of civilians as a method of war, their policy of denying medical care on a 

discriminatory basis, as well as the besiegement of civilians. We are extremely concerned 

about the condition of those besieged, especially vulnerable groups such as women, children 

and the elderly. 

We regret that the Commission is still denied access into Syria and is thus unable to fulfill its 

mandate. The Commission enjoys our full support and we believe that it should continue with 

its important work. We strongly reiterate our support to the Commission’s request for 

immediate, full and unfettered access to the country.  



 

The EU remains gravely concerned with the continuing and indiscriminate bloodshed among 

the civilian population and calls for the cessation of all violence to allow urgent humanitarian 

access on the ground. The regime bears the primary responsibility for the conflict and its 

actions on the ground are undermining the potential for genuine political transition and 

fuelling extremism. The EU shares growing concern about the spread of extremism and 

extremist groups. Their involvement in the conflict poses a threat to the peace process, the 

territorial integrity of Syria and to regional and international security.  

We reaffirm that there should be no impunity for the perpetrators of such atrocities, and we 

reiterate the role of the International Criminal Court in this regard. The Syrian authorities bear 

the responsibility to protect the civilian population and they continue to fail to do so. We note 

that the Syrian regime, in particular, remains responsible for large scale violations of human 

rights and international humanitarian law.   

The EU strongly condemns all acts of violence directed against humanitarian actors and 

demands that the Syrian authorities promptly allow and all other parties to the conflict do not 

hinder, rapid, safe and unhindered access of the United Nations humanitarian agencies and 

their implementing partners, including across conflict lines and across borders, and grant 

access to Syria to the UN Special Procedures  

We reiterate that only an urgent political solution can end the terrible bloodshed.  The 

"Geneva Two" peace talks must begin again without delay and move ahead swiftly. The 

Syrian government delegation must finally commit to the objective of the negotiations, which 

is to end the bloodshed through the establishment of a Transitional Governing Body. The EU 

remains ready to provide all the support needed to achieve a political settlement, working 

with partners and international actors, particularly the United Nations to preserve Syria’s 

territorial integrity and its multi-ethnic and multi-religious character. 

We welcome the UNSC resolution 2139 and its request to the Secretary-General to report 

every 30 days to the Security Council on the implementation of the resolution by all parties in 

Syria as well as its intent to take further steps in the case of non-compliance. 

We note the Commission’s conclusion that chemical weapons have been used in Syria and 

that the perpetrator likely had access to the chemical weapons stockpile of the Syrian 

military, as well as the expertise and equipment necessary to safely manipulate large 

amounts of chemical agents. We call on the Syrian authorities to fully comply with its 

obligations with regard to the destruction of their chemical weapons arsenal and meet the 

deadline of June 30, 2014.   

We would like to ask the following questions:  



 

1 In your report you state that the conflict has become fragmented and localised, and 

increasingly sectarian. What are the direct implications of this trend to the humanitarian 

situation? 

2. How is this Council further able to support your mandate and contribute to ensuring 

accountability for all violations and abuses committed by all parties to the conflict? 

Thank you. 

 


