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EU Intervention 

Thank you Mr. President, 

The EU welcomes the report by the Commission of Inquiry on the human rights 

situation in the DPRK and commends the Commission for its methodology of 

conducting public hearings with witnesses, including those who have fled the DPRK. 

Our appreciation and thoughts go out to the witnesses who testified before the 

Comission, whether in public or private, and to the countless other victims of daily 

human rights violations in the DPRK.  

We strongly regret that the government of the DPRK refused to cooperate with the 

CoI and has continued to reject its findings.  

The EU is gravely concerned by the findings in the report of serious human rights 

violations in the DPRK, which may amount to crimes against humanity, and urges the 

government of the DPRK to take immediate steps to halt all such violations. 

Mr. President, the EU believes that it is imperative that there be no impunity for those 

responsible for human rights violations, wherever they may occur, and recalls the 

important role of the International Criminal Court in tackling impunity for crimes 

against humanity. In this regard, the EU supports the recommendation made by the 

Commission of Inquiry that the Security Council should refer the situation in the 



 

DPRK to the International Criminal Court for action in accordance with that court's 

jurisdiction.   

The EU also urges the DPRK to close all political prison camps, in which 

unspeakable atrocities are being committed on a systematic basis, and to 

immediately release all political prisoners detained.  

The EU condemns the DPRK's engagement since 1950 in systematic abduction of 

persons from other countries and urges for the relase of those abductees and forcibly 

disappeared who remain alive today.   

Furthermore, we call on all States to adhere to the principle of "non-refoulement", not 

to forcibly return North Koreans to their home country, where they risk being 

subjected to gross human rights violations.  

In response to the findings and conclusions of the Commission, the EU, together with 

Japan, will table a resolution on the DPRK. The aim is to address the most pertinent 

issues, including accountability and non-refoulement. The resolution will also address 

the need to ensure a field based follow-up structure to continue to monitor and gather 

evidence on the human rights situation and violations. Finally, the resolution will 

extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.    

Mr. President, 

The report by the CoI reveals the existence of a State with (and I quote): "no parallel 

in the contemporary world". What, in the opinion of the Commission, would be the 

most effective means to address the ongoing violations of human rights in the DPRK, 

and how may the International Community best respond?   


