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Mr President, Mr. Special Rapporteur, 

The European Union warmly congratulates you for your outstanding work as Special 

Rapporteur on the situation in Myanmar/Burma throughout the past six years during 

which you significantly contributed to the improvement of the human rights situation 

on the ground. The EU would also like to wholeheartedly thank you for your genuine 

engagement with this country and for your excellent report after your ninth mission to 

the country.  

The EU shares your assessment that reforms in Myanmar/Burma are continuing into 

the right direction, which is a positive sign for the further improvement of the human 

rights situation in the country. The EU welcomes the constructive engagement of the 

Government with the Special Rapporteur, including the facilitation of his latest visit to 

the country from 14 to 19 February 2014. 

However, it is clear from your report that a number of significant human rights 

shortcomings remain to be addressed. 

While it is not possible to address all of the issues in the time available, I would like to 

highlight some specific areas covered in your report: 

The EU welcomes the progress with regard to the release of prisoners of conscience 

during the past year, which constitutes one of the most significant achievements of 

the Government. However, concerns persist with regard to your findings that around 



 

33 prisoners of conscience remain in detention and that ongoing arrests and 

imprisonments of people for their peaceful political activities are still taking place. The 

EU commends the work of the Prisoner Review Committee set up in February 2013 

and encourages it to continue working with the Parliament to repeal existing 

legislation which is not in line with international human rights standards. We wish to 

underscore that there can be no genuine reconciliation and successful transition 

without the unconditional release and rehabilitation of all prisoners of conscience. 

The EU reiterates its serious concern on your findings with regard to the crisis 

situation in Rakhine State. We take note of your assessment that the situation in 

Rakhine State represents a critical challenge in Myanmar’s ongoing process of 

democratic transition and national reconciliation.  The scale of allegations is 

extensive: harassment, arbitrary arrest, arbitrary restriction of movement, destruction 

of places of worship and restrictions on religious worship and restricted access to 

health care and education.  While we acknowledge that the Government has 

established an Investigation Commission on incidents in the northern Rakhine State 

village of Du Chee Yar Tan between 9 and 13 January, in which more than 40 

Rohingya were reportedly killed, we believe that all these allegations must be fully 

investigated by credible and independent mechanisms, and perpetrators of human 

rights violations must be brought to justice.   

While noting that fighting continues in Kachin State and Northern Shan State, the EU 

is encouraged by efforts to secure a national ceasefire and the plans to subsequently 

start a political dialogue between the Government of Myanmar and ethnic armed 

groups. We also note that for the first time you were granted permission to visit Laiza. 

We believe that your presence can help to support the integration of human rights 

elements in the negotiations for peace in Kachin State, and to help build trust with the 

KIO and the ethnic armed groups. 

The EU shares your concern that progress towards the establishment of a fully 

mandated OHCHR country office continues to be slow after nearly a year and a half 

since the invitation was extended by the Government, and encourages more speedy 

progress. 

 



 

The EU would like to pose the following two questions: 

1. How would you evaluate the evolution of the level of cooperation that you have 

received by the Government of Myanmar/Burma during the past six years of your 

mandate? 

2. With a view to the elections scheduled to take place in  Myanmar/Burma next year, 

how would you assess what has been achieved to date through the current process 

of constitutional reform in Myanmar/Burma and what further steps need to be taken? 

Thank you! 

 

 

 


