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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

25th session 
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EU Statement 

General Debate 

Item 3 

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and  
 

cultural rights, including the right to development  

 
Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, Ukraine and 

Georgia. 

We would like to express our deep appreciation to the High Commissioner and her Office as well as 

to the Secretary General for this year’s thematic reports under items 2 and 3. 

A vocal advocate of human rights, the EU reaffirms its full respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms and commits itself to the promotion and protection of all human rights, 

whether civil, political, economic, social or cultural. In this vein, the EU notes with interest the 

report of the Secretary General on the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social 

and cultural rights.  

The EU is committed to promote and protect the universality, indivisibility, interrelatedness and 

interdependence of all human rights and for all people, irrespective of their sex, racial or ethnic 

                                                           
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation and gender identity and to prevent and 

respond timely and effectively to serious human rights violations. 

The EU remains a strong advocate of the abolition of the death penalty. In this respect, we welcome 

the report on the summary of the panel discussion on the human rights of children of parents 

sentenced to the death penalty or executed and we look forward to the implementation of its 

recommendations. The EU also welcomes the high level panel on the issue of the death penalty, 

organized during the high level segment on March 5th. 

The increased number of acts of violence and intolerance on the basis of religion or belief occur at 

an alarming rate, thus making the need to further advance and consolidate the right to freedom of 

religion or belief. The freedom of religion or belief is intrinsically linked to freedom of opinion and 

expression, as well as other human rights and fundamental freedoms which all contribute to the 

building of pluralist and democratic societies. The EU underlines that all individuals enjoy freedom 

of religion or belief, including those who hold non-theistic or atheistic beliefs, and those who 

choose to exercise the right not to profess any religion or belief, or to change their religion. We call 

on all Governments to take all necessary measures to promote and fully respect the freedom of 

religion or belief, including the rights of persons belonging to religious minorities.  

The promotion and protection of the rights of the child lies at the core of the EU’s human rights 

agenda and we welcome the High Commissioner’s report on access to justice for children. Building 

on this report, we are presenting at this Council session, together with GRULAC, a resolution on 

access to justice for children, with the aim of improving children’s access to an effective remedy for 

rights violations. 

The promotion of women’s rights, gender equality and women’s empowerment is likewise a 

priority for the EU. Fighting violence against women, including sexual violence, and promoting 

equality between women and men are of paramount importance to the EU and in this regard, the EU 

welcomes the organization of a panel on sexual violence in the DRC.   

Freedom of opinion and expression is a fundamental right of every human being and the EU will 

continue to be a staunch advocate of freedom of opinion and expression, including media freedom, 

and will pay special attention to the protection of journalists and bloggers. We call on all States to 

allow free flow of information and a free and open Internet.   
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Freedom of association and assembly are key to the realization of other human rights. The EU 

condemns, in the strongest possible terms, every effort to limit civil society through legislative and 

other restrictions and will oppose any attempt for reprisals against individuals and civil society 

representatives who cooperate with human rights mechanisms.    

The eradication of torture and other forms of ill-treatment remains one of the most important 

priorities for the EU. We will also continue our fight against racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia and related intolerance.  

The EU will continue to advocate the enjoyment of human rights by all, including LGBTI persons 

and will not tolerate discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The EU will support all relevant efforts in the UN and other fora.  

Let us also underline, that in our view, it is of paramount importance, particularly in situations of 

transition or in post-conflict situations, to create sustainable, conducive environment for the full 

realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms through strengthening and building the 

states’ capacities for good governance, rule of law and well-functioning democracy. 

Finally, the EU welcomes the report of the High Commissioner on the role of public service as an 

essential component of good governance in the promotion and protection of human rights, the 

report on the rights of persons with disabilities to education, the report of the seminar on effective 

measures and best practices to ensure the promotion and protection of human rights in the context 

of peaceful protests as well as the report on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, 

religious and linguistic minorities.  

Thank you Mr. President 

 


