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Mr President,  

 

The European Union welcomes this first formal discussion in the Human Rights 

Council on the issue of civil society space as a human rights concern.  Through their 

commitment and ideas, civil society actors help us find expression and purpose in our 

common endeavours to achieve peace, security and development.  The panel today 

represents the diversity of civil society and demonstrates the diversity of essential 

work undertaken by civil society, which goes far beyond the promotion and protection 

of human rights.  It embraces a myriad of actors and issues which fulfil and advance 

the purposes and principles of the United Nations.  The empowerment and protection 

of civil society is essential for any inclusive, transparent and democratic society.   

 

The EU firmly believes that the protection of the space in which civil society operates 

requires the support of a robust legislative and administrative framework, fully in 

conformity with international human rights law, which enables civil society actors to 

enjoy their human rights, in particular fundamental freedoms such as freedom of 

peaceful assembly, association, opinion and expression.  However, we have 

witnessed the shrinkage of this space in some States through the introduction of 

legal, administrative and other restrictions, including on the ability to seek and receive 

funding.  This has greatly reduced the constructive and complementary partnership 

role that civil society should play with Governments.  Moreover, it has also led to the 



 

stigmatisation, harassment and even criminalisation of civil society actors. Thus, the 

EU calls on all States to refrain from, and ensure adequate protection from, any act of 

intimidation or reprisals against civil society actors and to fulfil their duty to end 

impunity for any such acts by bringing the perpetrators to justice and by providing an 

effective remedy for victims. Failure to ensure a safe and enabling environment for 

civil society to conduct its work undermines States’ existing commitments and 

obligations under international human rights law and weakens equality, 

accountability, responsiveness, and the rule of law.   

 

Mr. President, we would like to ask the panel to outline in concrete terms some of the 

good practices that they would recommend to States in order to ensure meaningful 

engagement and dialogue between civil society and Government.  We would also 

ask the panel how States can improve the capacity of civil society to engage with 

Government, in particular at times of economic or humanitarian crises.  

 

Thank you, Mr President. 


