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Thank you Mr President. 

Dr Bielefeldt,  

 

The EU would like to thank the Special Rapporteur for his presentation and report 

focusing on the need to tackle manifestations of collective religious hatred.  We 

extend our full support and appreciate your tireless efforts in the fulfilment of the 

mandate.  

 

Intolerance, incitement to violence and violence committed on the basis of religion or 

belief are complex issues that require thoughtful and multi-layered responses. We 

agree that much more needs to be done at the local and national level, while freedom 

of thought, conscience, religion or belief as well as freedom of expression must be 

fully respected. Speaking out against intolerance, adopting measures to criminalize 

incitement to hatred, or engaging in constructive and respectful debate of ideas as 

well as intrafaith, interfaith and intercultural dialogue play an important role in this 

regard. We also believe that it is of utmost important to protect religious freedom and 

pluralism, encourage the representation and meaningful participation of individuals, 

irrespective of their religion or belief, in all sectors of the society. 

 



 

We would like to invite the Special Rapporteur to elaborate on positive examples on 

addressing root causes of religious hatred, in particular in cases where the right of 

persons belonging to minorities are affected? Also, we would like to hear his views on 

how the Rabat Plan of Action could be effectively implemented?  

 

Now turning to Special Rapporteur on Counter-terrorism, Mister Emmerson,  

 

Mister Emmerson,  

The European Union thanks you for the presentation of your latest report, which 

focuses on the use of remotely piloted aircraft, or drones, in extraterritorial lethal 

counter-terrorism operations.   

As a matter of principle, the European Union promotes the respect for international 

law and for the territorial sovereignty and integrity of States. Bearing that in mind, we 

expect States to act in conformity with their international obligations and to refrain 

from perpetrating unlawful targeted killings inside or outside their territory.      

In your present report, but also in the report you presented last year to the General 

Assembly, you have identified a number of legal issues on which, according to your 

assessment, there would be an urgent and imperative need to reach a consensus 

between States.  

The European Union and its member States will give your report, including the legal 

issues identified by you, due attention.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


