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Mr. President,  

The European Union wishes to thank Mrs Rolnik, Special Rapporteur on adequate 

housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, for her 

presentation and her report in which she recommends a set of guiding principles to 

assist States and other relevant actors in addressing security of tenure for the urban 

poor.  

We wish to raise two questions: 

• In your report, you deal with the issue of discrimination on the basis of sex, 

and that various types of land tenure systems contribute to further 

marginalising women and reducing their tenure security. We note your 

recommendation that States should guarantee the right of women to security 

of tenure, irrespective of their relationship with males or community members. 

Are there any good practices in this field? 

• You indicate that business enterprises should publicly commit to taking steps 

to prevent and remedy adverse impacts on security of tenure. Are there good 

examples on company action plans to ensure that security of tenure is 

respected? 



 

Let me end by thanking you, Mrs Rolnik, for the work you have done to improve the 

realization of the right to adequate housing during your mandate period.  

The European Union wishes to thank Mr. Olivier de Schutter, Special Rapporteur on 

the right to food, for the presentation of his final report on “The transformative 

potential of the right to food”. We agree that the eradication of hunger and 

malnutrition in a sustainable manner is an achievable goal, and that local 

communities, complemented by supportive policies at the national level, must play an 

important role in reaching it.  

• We note with interest your proposal that we need to switch to agro ecological 

modes of production to decrease threats that food systems face, particularly 

those linked to climate change and soil degradation. Are there examples of 

good practice in that field? 

• You have also highlighted the importance of adequate nutrition, instead of 

focusing only on calorie intake. Can you elaborate on how national policies 

can be shaped so as to adequately take into account not just the quantity of 

food, but the quality as well? 

We wish to also thank you, Mr. de Schutter, for the work you have done to improve 

the realization of the right to food during your mandate period. 

Thank you Mr. President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


