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The EU would like to sincerely thank the Special Rapporteur on torture and other 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment for his invaluable work. We 

fully recognize the importance of the work of the Special Rapporteur, as well as 

appreciate the role and efforts of the Special Rapporteur in the overall dedication to 

his mandate.  

The EU strongly supports the extension this year of the mandate of the Special 

Rapporteur for another three years, which will allow the Special Rapporteur to 

continue his work with undiminished dedication.  

The EU will continue to express its strong and principled opposition to torture and 

other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, which remains a serious 

global problem. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the UN Convention against 

Torture, and it is time to celebrate and acknowledge the achievements, but also to 

renew and strengthen the commitment to the work.  

The EU thanks the Special Rapporteur for the oral presentation today, as well as the 

report on the scope and objective of the exclusionary rule in judicial proceedings and 

in relation to acts by executive actors. The theme of the report is very timely and of 

high relevance. In your report you recommend all States “to elaborate a rule that 

protects legitimate state secrets adequately and at the same time does not prevent a 

thorough examination of whether torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 



 

treatment or punishment has taken place”. Could you elaborate your thoughts on 

such a rule? Furthermore, you recommend that all States provide effective, impartial 

and independent oversight of the intelligence services. Are there any examples of 

best practices of such oversight mechanisms?  

Turning now to the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, 

The EU, which this year celebrates the 10th anniversary of its Guidelines on Human 

Rights Defenders, would like to warmly thank the Special Rapporteur for her 

presentation today and to express sincere appreciation to the Special Rapporteur for 

her tremendous work throughout the duration of her mandate.  Her tireless efforts 

over the last six years have contributed to the empowerment, visibility and protection 

of human rights defenders all over the world.  The Special Rapporteur’s work to raise 

awareness about reprisals against defenders has been particularly welcome.  Her 

many reports have highlighted key challenges relating to the protection of defenders, 

as well as good practices.  It is therefore fitting that her last report to the Council 

draws these valuable strands together to recommend some of the core elements 

which States should put in place to ensure that defenders can work in a safe and 

enabling environment.  Human rights defenders’ role in ensuring the primary duty and 

responsibility of States to promote and protect human rights and fundamental 

freedoms requires that they must be able to carry out their activities in an 

environment that empowers them to defend human rights for all.  Ending impunity 

and providing access to justice is one of the key basic elements identified by the 

Special Rapporteur as an essential condition for ensuring the safety and protection of 

defenders.  Are there examples of best practice where accountability mechanisms for 

violations of the rights of defenders have been established?   

Thank you. 

 


