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Thank you Mr. President.  

 
We would like to thank the Special Adviser of the Secretary General on the 
Prevention of Genocide, Mr. Adama Dieng, for his presence here today and for his 
activities so far to fully implement his mandate.   

 
Your participation both at the High Level Panel Discussion and at the Interactive 
Dialogue form part of the activities dedicated to the sixty-fifth anniversary of the 
Genocide Convention. Since the adoption of the Genocide Convention, in 2005, the 
Member States of the UN, collectively, committed themselves to protect populations 
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. The 
Responsibility to Protect (RtoP), with its three pillars, as laid out in the World 
Outcome Document, has been the most important development in the efforts to 
prevent genocide. 

 
The EU attaches utmost importance to the principle of RtoP and its three pillars, 
which are all essential for the realization of the RtoP. There is no hierarchy between 
the three pillars whose main internal connecting link is prevention. There have been 
many discussions in the GA to advance this principle as well as efforts at global level, 
such as the Global Network on RtoP Focal Points, which constitute a proof that the 
RtoP has assumed a central role in our discussions. 

 
However, the main question is how we can ensure the realization of the RtoP; how to 
put this principle fully into practice. As you have said yourself, we need to be ready to 



 

act and to act effectively when the need arises. Various conflicts around the world, 
like in the Central African Republic and elsewhere, reaffirm this need and the fact that 
the international community has a role to play.   

  
There have been some efforts to have the RtoP addressed by the Human Rights 
Council, but in our view, as the main UN human rights body, the Council must 
contribute more effectively in promoting RtoP. 

 
Mr. Dieng, in your view, what should be the role of the Human Rights Council in 
putting into practice the RtoP? Do you believe that the HRC has responded, 
adequately, so far in crises around the world where mass atrocities have been 
committed? How can regional organizations help advance and implement the RtoP? 
How important is RtoP in the fulfillment of your mandate? 

 
Finally, let me reiterate the EU’s firm support to your mandate and to that of the 
Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect and wish you every success in your 
work. 

 
Thank you Mr. President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thank you. 

 


