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Madam High Commissioner, 

 

The European Union would like to thank you for presenting an annual report to the 

Human Rights Council.  Your report is an impressive account of the ever important 

work of the OHCHR. We support and defend the independence and integrity of the 

mandate of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, which over the twenty years of 

existence has greatly contributed to advancing the realization of all human rights for 

all. We also welcome your report on Sri Lanka which will be presented to this session 

of the Council and support your call for an independent international investigation. 

 

The EU has carefully read your latest report, and would like to highlight a few points.  

 

We pay tribute to you and your staff for dedicated work, including in raising 

awareness for the plight of victims of human rights violations worldwide, and 

mainstreaming human rights across the UN system. We also appreciate the 

Secretary General’s efforts aimed at enhancing the capacity of the UN system to 

prevent and address human rights violations. In this regard, we would be interesting 

in learning more about how the Office intends to implement the ‘Rights Up Front’ plan 

of action. 

 



Over the past year, several long-lasting human rights crises have continued to 

shadow the lives of millions of people and new critical situations have emerged. We 

acknowledge the capacity of the Office to deploy appropriate response in such 

situations, be it through field presence, or via support to the Commissions of Inquiry 

and fact-finding missions. We reiterate our call on States to positively engage with 

the Office, including by agreeing on the opening of field offices, and to proactively 

seek assistance to address human rights issues. In this regard, we call upon the 

Governments of Egypt and Myanmar to honour their pledges to enable the prompt 

opening of an OHCHR regional office in Egypt and a country office in Myanmar. 

 

As the situation in Ukraine is unfolding by the day, we welcome the readiness of the 

country to cooperate with your Office. In this regard, we would appreciate to hear 

about your plans and any envisaged activities. 

 

We take note of your concern on the issue of the human rights of migrants in our 

region and particularly along the Mediterranean rim. We have taken important steps 

in recent years towards ensuring full respect for human rights in our migration and 

border policies, and the protection of human rights of migrants continues to be a 

cross-cutting priority in the European Union’s external migration policy.  

 

Madam High Commissioner,  

 

The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action underlined the point that the power 

of human rights resides in their universal nature. We share your concern that 

discrimination on all grounds poses a threat to the universality of human rights. In this 

respect, we are encouraged by your active role in the fight against discrimination on 

the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

 

As regards a Post-2015 development framework, we continue to strive to ensure the 

inclusion of a rights-based approach, encompassing all human rights and gender 

equality.  In your view, what are the main remaining challenges in the Post-2015 



process from the human rights perspective that you would like to bring to the 

forefront? 

 

Finally, turning to the treaty body strengthening process, we welcome the recent 

progress at the General Assembly and would be interested in your assessment of the 

potential positive contribution the process may have on the capacity and 

effectiveness of the treaty body system, while respecting its independence? 

 

In conclusion, we take the opportunity to thank Madam High Commissioner for her 

leadership and valuable contribution to the protection and promotion of human rights 

at all levels. 

 

 


