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Mr President,  

The European Union holds a strong and principled position against the death penalty, 

and wishes to reiterate the inhumane, cruel and irreversible nature of this 

unnecessary punishment. In addition, the EU emphasizes that no compelling 

evidence exists to show that the death penalty deters crime. Article 2 of the EU 

Charter of Fundamental Rights provides that no one shall be condemned to the 

death penalty, or executed. All EU Member States are fully committed to this 

provision.  

The abolition of the death penalty is also one of the main objectives of the EU 

external human rights policy, as outlined in the EU Guidelines on the death penalty - 

the first ever human rights guidelines adopted by Council of the European Union in 

1998, revised in April 2013. This commitment includes targeted campaigns on the 

death penalty and intensive engagement with retentionist countries, and active 

contribution - together with a broad interregional group of States- to the adoption of 

the UNGA resolution on the moratorium on the use of the death penalty. The EU is 

also the leading donor supporting the efforts of abolitionist civil society organizations. 

Since 2007, the EU has provided nearly €20 million to support actions and projects 

aimed at promoting restrictions in the use of, the establishment of a moratorium on, 

and the abolition of the death penalty. The EU is also the first regional body to have 



 

adopted rules prohibiting the trade in goods used for capital punishment (and torture 

and ill-treatment), as well as the supply of technical assistance related to such goods.  

We welcome the abolitionist trend worldwide and hope that the newest members of 

the abolitionist family will pave the way and set example for other countries in their 

respective regions. However, numerous challenges still lie ahead, as many countries 

continue to apply the death penalty - some of them at an alarming rate. Others have 

resumed executions after decades of a de facto moratorium, or withdrawn from 

international safeguards aimed at preventing miscarriages of justice. Such 

developments clearly mark the need to continue our long-standing action against the 

death penalty, in Europe and worldwide. Voices in favour of the death penalty within 

some parts of society, including in our continent, show that there is a constant need 

to spell out why the death penalty runs contrary to the right to life and to human 

dignity. That is why the EU continues to transmit valuable experience, training and 

assistance to third countries in carrying out public debates and swaying public 

opinion. 

We are particularly concerned about countries which execute large numbers of 

prisoners (such as China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Yemen, and the United States of 

America), as well as countries that recently ended longstanding moratoria or 

resumed executions (Japan, The Gambia, Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Papua 

New Guinea, and Afghanistan). We also deeply regret the continuing use of death 

penalty in Belarus, the only country in Europe still applying it. The EU calls on all 

States to examine and explore all possibilities available in order to introduce a 

moratorium on the death penalty as a first step towards its complete abolition. 

 

Thank you, Mr President. 


