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Mr President,  

 

The European Union would like to express its appreciation for this relevant and 

important discussion.  

 

The EU and its Member States are firmly committed to the promotion and protection 

of the human rights of migrants, whether they are in countries of origin, transit or 

destination, and to the principle of non-refoulement“.  

 

One of the most distressing and challenging issues that we face in border 

management is loss of life at sea, particularly in the Mediterranean region. Every 

effort must be made to dissuade migrants from making dangerous sea crossings, 

assist persons in distress at sea and prevent any loss of life, irrespective of the 

nationality or status of the person in distress. In patrolling the seas, coast guards 

vessels are obliged to adhere to all relevant international laws, including in particular 

those relating to search and rescue.  

 

We have taken important steps in recent years towards ensuring full respect for 

human rights in our migration and border policies.  

 



 

This can be seen, for example, in the specific human rights commitments that appear 

in the Schengen Borders Code, in the regulation governing the establishment of 

Frontex, our border agency, in the newly adopted regulation on the European Border 

Surveillance System, and in the draft regulation on rules for sea border surveillance 

operations. 

 

The protection of human rights of migrants is a cross-cutting priority in the European 

Union’s external migration policy – the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility – 

and in the EU's cooperation with non-EU countries. Human rights issues are 

systematically addressed in dialogues on migration and asylum with third countries, 

and the EU has funded numerous projects that focus on protecting the human rights 

of migrants. For example, the European Commission is currently launching a €9.5 

million globally-coordinated civil society action with the International Federation of the 

Red Cross, focusing on the rights of vulnerable migrants and victims of human 

trafficking. In total, 187 projects have been financed through the EU's Thematic 

Programme for Migration and Asylum, with an overall contribution of €296 million. 

It is important to stress the profound contribution of migration and mobility to progress 

towards several of the existing MDGs. For example, remittances directly contribute to 

poverty reduction and promote access to essential services such as health and 

education. Similarly, we know that poorly managed migration can have a detrimental 

effect on economic and social development. 

 

It should be considered how to develop human rights indicators specifically 

concerned with migrants and migration with a focus on the most vulnerable. This 

would help in efforts to eliminate discrimination, including by ensuring equal wages 

for equal work, decent working conditions and access to education, healthcare and 

other essential services, as appropriate.  

 

The UN High-level Dialogue in New York demonstrated the ability of the international 

community to reach political agreement on migration and development issues, 

including by sending a strong message on the need to continue considering 

migration in the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda as an enabler of 

inclusive and sustainable growth and a key element of global population dynamics. 



 

 

One of the most tangible outcomes of the meeting in New York was the general 

agreement on the need for an action-oriented initiative to strengthen the international 

community’s capacity to better manage situations where migrants suddenly have 

ended up in a vulnerable situation in a country in acute crisis. We believe this is an 

area where we need to act and ensure operational results.  

 

Thank you, Mr President. 


