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Mr President,  

 

The European Union would like to express its appreciation for this relevant and timely 

discussion. We find it very indicative and encouraging that this panel was initiated by 

a cross-regional group, in which all continents are represented. It shows that there is 

a growing international consensus aiming at preventing serious human rights 

violations and avoiding situations of mass atrocities, wherever they may occur. 

The EU is firmly committed to strengthen the system-wide preventive capacities of 

the United Nations, as we know that prevention and preparedness are the best forms 

of protection for vulnerable parts of the society and we have to do our utmost to 

generate the necessary political will within the international community to overcome 

the present culture of “reaction”. Therefore the European Union strongly supports the 

“Rights Up Front” initiative by the UN Secretary-General which represents, in 

conformity with the UN Charter, an important step in this direction, by making UN 

preventive action more coherent and more efficient. We welcome the practical 

approach of this action plan, which is - inter alia - aiming at  providing timely and 

improved information on serious human rights violations, strengthened coordination 

between New York and Geneva, better analysis of human rights situations, and the 

full use of the UN toolbox to address situations that may turn into mass atrocities. 



 

It is our sincere hope that the international community has learned the lessons from 

mass atrocities committed in various parts of the world in the past. The EU feels a 

strong obligation and responsibility to contribute to prevent and to stop mass 

atrocities and underlines the responsibility that states and the international 

community have to protect the population against these crimes. The EU is fully 

convinced that the Human Rights Council has important tools at its disposal to 

efficiently contribute to the establishment of a more sensitive international 

environment, providing timely assistance for governments in need. In this context, we 

can highlight the potential of the implementation of UPR recommendations, technical 

assistance provided by the OHCHR upon resolutions adopted by the HRC and early 

warning information provided by special procedures and treaty bodies on alarming 

human rights trends in a given state. We should also mention the valuable work of 

COIs which may pave the way towards accountability in a post conflict situation, 

which is an important factor of national reconciliation.  

The European Union – as the largest donor of the world – is one of the most 

important partners of the UN in providing technical assistance for countries in need 

and the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), plays an 

important role in assisting governments to implement their UPR recommendations. 

Likewise the EU’s Instrument for Stability also has a vital role in conflict prevention, 

particularly the long term upstream projects which can play a key role improving 

stability. In this context, we would also like to highlight the important role of the civil 

society in strengthening the preventive capacities of the Council by informing and 

alerting the international community about situations on the ground that may lead to 

serious human rights violations.  

In conclusion, I would like to ask the panel about the work of the UN 

Interagency Framework for Coordination on Preventive Action which is an 

internal UN support system, currently composed of 22 UN departments, 

agencies, funds and programmes,  that promotes interagency collaboration on 

early preventive action and assists UN Resident Coordinators (RC) and UN 

Country Teams (UNCT) to proactively work with national partners to strengthen 

their capacities to mediate and manage potentially divisive issues.  



 

As a follow-up question I would also be grateful to hear the views of the 

panellists about concrete suggestions in order to follow up and further 

strengthen the human rights preventive capacities of the United Nations.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


