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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

24th session 

(9 -27 September 2013) 

EU Statement 

General Debate 

Item 10  

Technical assistance and capacity-building 

 

 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia. 

 

The European Union reiterates its continuous support to the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

and to her office in their work for the promotion and protection of human rights all around the 

world. We value OHCHR’s commitment to technical assistance and capacity building to 

consolidate, in a constant dialogue with States and regional organizations, the foundation for human 

rights, rule of law and democracy.  

The presence of the OHCHR worldwide, with its regional and country offices, its human rights 

advisors but also human rights components in missions, provides States and regional organizations 

with the normative guidance and strengthens the capacity to ensure that laws and policies comply 

with international human rights standards.  

In this context, we are concerned that senior figures in Sri Lanka, rather than building on the 

potential of cooperation with OHCHR, attempt to undermine its work. The EU stated its position on 

Sri Lanka at the beginning of this session in response to the High Commissioner statement under 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Item 2, but would like to reiterate its views in light of latest information. We are dismayed at the 

reports that, having facilitated a wide reaching visit for the High Commissioner last month, some 

government officials in Sri Lanka and other commentators appear to be coordinating a campaign of 

disinformation in an attempt to discredit the High Commissioner or to distract from the core 

messages of her visit. The EU renews its support to the High Commissioner and calls on Sri Lanka 

to make use of the extensive assistance offered by the Office to ensure accountability for past and 

ongoing human rights violations and to cooperate in further improving the human rights situation in 

the country.  

 The EU praises other countries for their continued cooperation with the Office. The European 

Union is for instance pleased to see the active co-operation of the Government of Yemen with the 

OHCHR in the country. The EU is pleased that Yemen agreed to work on a resolution at this 

session which will welcome this and other positive developments while identifying several areas 

where progress is needed to improve human rights, including implementation of urgent reforms in 

order to improve women’s rights, and address the continued execution of alleged child offenders 

and introduce a minimum legal age requirement for marriage.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 


