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The European Union thanks the Independent Expert for his presentation and for 

his report, which we have studied carefully.  

 

The EU is deeply concerned about the deterioration of human rights situation 

across the country. We have repeatedly raised our concerns about ongoing 

human rights violations and armed attacks by government security forces, rebels 

and other armed groups in Darfur, Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile as well as 

indiscriminate bombing by the Sudanese airforce. The EU calls upon the 

Government of Sudan, rebels and other armed groups to take immediate steps to 

protect civilians, and to facilitate humanitarian access to all conflict-affected areas. 

 

The EU also continues to have serious concerns about restrictions on freedom of 

expression, arbitrary arrests and detentions of political opponents as well as the 

curtailment of the activities of civil society organizations. As you pointed out in 

your report, the National Security Act of 2010 granting excessive powers to the 

National Intelligence Security Service has been a source of particular concern to  

the human rights community both nationally and internationally. What would in 

your view be the most urgent steps in reforming the national legislation in order to 

make it conform with international human rights standards, and to ensure its due 

implementation? 



 

We regret that you could not visit Southern Kordofan state due to security 

reasons. We call upon the Government of Sudan to facilitate your access  to the 

entire country, particularly Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile and Darfur in order to 

allow effective human rights monitoring in  all parts of the country. 

 

In your report you also underline that overall impunity remains a recurring problem 

and that the Government’s performance in protecting civilians and holding alleged 

offenders accountable has been demonstrably weak. What in your view are the 

main obstacles to addressing impunity in Sudan and what would in your opinion 

be the most appropriate measures to ensure accountability for all human rights 

violations?  

 

We attach great importance to the Independent Expert's ability to meet and 

consult, in his work, with all relevant stakeholders, including civil society. We 

encourage you to continue and intensify such contacts, and to reflect fully their 

testimonies in your reports. 

 

Finally we would like to express our full support for your work. We firmly hope that 

you will be able to carry out your mandate fully and effectively over the next 

twelve months. 

 

 


