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The European Union wishes to thank the Special Rapporteur for his report on the human 

rights situation in Cambodia, and expresses its appreciation for his efforts in carrying out his 

mandate. 

Mister President, 

The EU welcomes the Government’s ongoing engagement with the Special Rapporteur and 

with this Council. While there have been some encouraging developments, progress in a 

number of other areas remains unnecessarily slow. 

The EU welcomes the holding of the election for the National Assembly on July 28, 2013; 

however, we are particularly concerned about the recent violent clashes that took place 

between police and protestors in Phnom Penh, and are deeply saddened at reports that 

these resulted in the death of one man and injuries to others. The EU welcomes the recent 

meeting between the CPP and the CNRP and encourages them to pursue this political 

dialogue so that the ongoing dispute over the July elections can be resolved as soon as 

possible. We call on all sides to exercise restraint and avoid violence. In particular we urge 

the authorities to use proportionate means to manage protests, and call on demonstrators to 

conduct their protests in a lawful and peaceful manner. 

The EU shares the Special Rapporteur’s concerns over freedom of expression, access to 

media for all political parties during the pre-selection period, use of State resources by 

political parties in campaigning, the use of threats to legal action against politicians, concerns 

of the integrity of the voter list, reports of intimidation of voters, and a general lack of 

transparency in the electoral process.  



 

While welcoming the progress which has been made with regard to the legal reform, the EU 

remains concerned that several important pieces of legislation remain pending, in particular 

the three fundamental laws to uphold the independence of the judiciary.  

 

The EU also shares the Special Rapporteur’s concerns at the persisting problem of land 

disputes, forced evictions, and continued persecution of those seeking to claim their rights to 

land.  

Finally let me pose the following question to the Special Rapporteur: Can you tell us more 

about the Government’s plan to implement the recommendations contained your report? 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


