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Mister Bari, 

The European Union wishes to thank you for your presentation, and for the deep 
commitment to the cause of human rights in Somalia throughout your mandate. 

We share the thrust of your report: perhaps for the first time in over twenty years of 
bloodshed, now there is hope that a better future for Somalia is achievable. 

We welcome the progress made by the Federal Government in establishing the foundations 
of the new Somali state, and its commitment to promote democracy, the rule of law and to 
improve human rights in the country.  

The endorsement of the Somali Compact and of the Post-Transition Human Rights Road 
Map are further important steps, at the national and international level, to establish credible, 
legitimate and accountable institutions, and to bring peace, stability and development in all 
accessible areas. The new UN Assistance Mission to Somalia (UNSOM) will also help 
building the capacity of the Federal Government to promote respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedom, and to prevent any violations or abuses.   

To this end, it is essential that the trust between the people and those who represent them, 
and between the clans and regions of Somalia, is re-built, while basic services like health 
care and education must again be urgently provided to the Somali people.    

The task ahead, however, remains daunting, and many serious challenges still threaten 
recent achievements.  

Civilians continue to suffer from violence and harmful acts by all parties to the conflict. We 
are also particularly concerned by ongoing violence against women, recruitment of child 
soldiers, forced displacement of civilians, as well as by widespread harassment, arbitrary 
arrest and killing of journalists and human rights activists. We call once again on the Somali 
Authorities to vigorously address impunity and hold perpetrators of violations and abuses 
duly accountable. 



 

The EU reiterates its serious concern at the humanitarian crisis in Somalia, and underlines 
the importance of allowing the full, safe, independent, timely and unimpeded access of all 
humanitarian actors to all those in need, in line with international humanitarian principles. 

Finally, we welcome the role of IGAD in assisting re-conciliation in Somalia, and we stand 
ready to support IGAD, African Union and UN efforts to stabilize the country and the whole 
region. 

Mister Bari, 

how do you think UNSOM, the Office of the High Commissioner and the Independent Expert 
might better interact and cooperate to help the Somali Authorities in actually implementing 
the human rights road map? 

Which areas should the IE focus on, as a matter of priority, in the next twelve months? 

Thank you. 

 

 


