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Mr. Prime Minister, distinguished delegates, 

 

The EU would like to warmly welcome and thank you for your participation at this very 

important high-level panel. 

 

The EU and Somalia have been partners for a long time. Over the last 5 years, the EU has 

contributed 1 billion Euros to development and to humanitarian priorities for Somalia, as well 

as to the security sector.  The EU Special Representative and Special Envoy to Somalia 

have also provided an active political support to the country.  

 

Last week, the EU had the opportunity to co-host with Somalia a historic international 

conference on the New Deal for Somalia and we are very happy with its outcome.  The New 

Deal Compact, which sets the priorities of Somalia for the next three years and provides a 

strategic framework for coordinated political, security and development efforts for peace and 

state-building activities, represents the new partnership between Somalia and the 

international community.   

 

The EU particularly welcomes commitments made by the Somali Government with regard to 

the protection and promotion of human rights such as the Post-Transition Human Rights 

Road Map for Somalia adopted in August this year, and the Justice, Police and Armed 

Forces Reform Plans.  We would be interested to hear more about the inter connection 

between these four crucial documents?  What are the  Government’s plans regarding 

timeline and criteria for the implementation and ac countability of these instruments?  

How could the UN, especially the Human Rights Counc il, and the wider international 

community help the authorities in delivering on the se commitments?    



 

 

In light of persisting human rights challenges in the country, the EU reiterates the need for a 

focused and mainstreamed human rights-based approach into all priority sectors.  Serious 

allegations of human rights violations and abuses, such as extrajudicial killings, sexual 

violence and violence against children, must be addressed without delay and perpetrators 

brought to justice. The EU is also concerned by the number of journalists that have been 

murdered in Somalia. What steps is the Government taking in this regard?   In particular, 

what is the Government’s plan to combat persisting impunity for these acts and how 

can the international community effectively assist the Government’s efforts, through 

for instance a human rights training and capacity b uilding?  How can UNSOM help 

bolster the Government’s capacity in this regard? 

 

The EU remains preoccupied by the human rights situ ation in refugee and internally 

displaced camps. How can the Government ensure that  these vulnerable populations 

are not denied their most fundamental rights? 

 

Finally, the EU underlines the importance of guaranteeing and fostering the exercise of 

alternative views and thoughts in the society, particularly in view of the upcoming election in 

2016, and calls upon the Government to ensure full realization of the rights to freedom of 

expression, assembly and association, and to safeguard the work of civil society 

organizations, human rights defenders and independent media.  We would like to ask the 

IE what cooperation is underway with the Government  to establish an Independent 

National Human Rights Commission and  we would also  ask the Government will it will 

consult with civil society in the process to establ ish it.  

 

The EU reiterates its support to the Somali people and its readiness to assist the 

Government in its endeavors to meet all the remaining challenges. 

 


