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Human Rights Bodies and mechanisms 
 
 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

At the outset, let me express our full support for the work of the High Commissioner and her Office 

in the promotion, protection, and respect for human rights for all.  

 

We welcome the High Commissioner’s engagement in and support for the treaty bodies 

strengthening process and value her efforts to ensure transparency and inclusiveness in this process. 

As negotiations in New York had reached a critical stage, the EU regrets that it has not been 

possible to achieve an outcome at the 67th GA session. At the same time, we believe that many of 

the elements proposed by the co-facilitators would result in significant improvements for the system 

by addressing effectiveness, capacity building and resourcing issues in a comprehensive manner 

and thus making the treaty bodies more effective and efficient in the longer term. The EU will 

further continue to engage constructively towards a timely, concrete and sustainable outcome in this 

regard. 

 
                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
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Mr. President, 

 

The EU highly values the work of the special procedures and is firmly convinced that they play a 

crucial role in advancing the human rights agenda. As we celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the 

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, which had anchored the system of special 

procedures in the international human rights protection system, we still need to significantly 

improve the overall cooperation between States and mandate holders and strongly encourage States 

to issue a standing invitation for the mandate holders and to fulfil this pledge. The EU would like to 

stress that the special procedures’ independence and working methods are essential for them to 

carry out their mandate. Just as vital is cooperation by States and we call on all States to respond 

promptly to special procedures’ communications. The EU welcomes the use of the collective voice 

of the special procedures and the growing participation of mandate holders in the Council. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

The second cycle of the UPR provides a valuable opportunity to follow-up on recommendations 

made in the first round and to highlight achievements and good practices as well as to raise new 

issues of concern. The EU stresses that according to the existing rules and established practice all 

recommendations made during the interactive dialogue should be included and noted as such in the 

report of the working group. Objectivity and equal treatment of all countries are crucial elements of 

the UPR mechanism. We reiterate our full commitment to the UPR and we encourage all States to 

fully cooperate with this mechanism for the promotion and protection of human rights worldwide. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

While thanking for the Secretary-General’s report on cooperation with the United Nations, its 

representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights, the EU regrets that reprisals against 

persons cooperating with the UN mechanisms in the field of human rights continue. We fully 

concur with the findings of the report that although it is primarily the obligation of States to protect 

those who cooperate with the UN, the international community should act to address cases of 

reprisal in a coherent and systematic manner. We urge all states to remain vigilant to this matter. 

I thank you, Mr. President. 


