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Mister President, distinguished panelists, 

The EU firmly believes in and supports the important role of civil society in promoting 

human rights, within and outside of the Human Rights Council. The input of civil 

society enriches the human rights dialogue but also reminds us of whom this Council 

is here to protect. Its engagement should therefore be encouraged by this Council at 

every opportunity, both in formal and in informal discussions. 

As gender equality is a fundamental right, and its negation affects society as a whole, 

it is only logical that civil society organizations should demand the full realization of 

this right. And this Council with all its mechanisms is the right place for them to do so. 

We have the following questions for the panelists: 

- According to the IB package, the gender perspective is one of the key 

principles to be taken into account in the work of the Council. Hence, a call to include 

a gender perspective in their work is explicitly included in the mandates of most 

special procedures, but not all. Would a specific reference in all mandates be helpful 

for a more systematic inclusion of a gender perspective in the work of the special 

procedures mandate holders? 



 

- The realization of human rights of women is the second most often raised 

issue in the UPR, yet we have not seen proportionate improvements on the ground. 

Could you give us some advice on how to integrate a gender perspective in the 

realization of other, more general recommendations? 

Thank you. 


