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Mr President,  

 

The European Union has a strong and unequivocal opposition to the death penalty in 

all times and in all circumstances. The EU considers that the death penalty 

constitutes a serious violation of human rights and human dignity, and that its 

abolition contributes to the progressive development of human rights.  

The European Union and its members States are also a driving force in the 

promotion and protection of the rights of the child. Therefore we are deeply 

concerned by the negative impact of a parent’s execution on his or her innocent 

children, and by the consequences - social, financial, psychological - they have to 

bear. We see this Panel as an excellent opportunity to discuss ways and means to 

mitigate those negative effects.   

Since the execution of a parent is a direct result of State action, the State in question 

has the responsibility to ensure that child the care and assistance that he may 

require. That responsibility is clearly stated in the article 9 of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, which has 193 State Parties.  

Q: We would like to hear from the panelists some concrete examples of the different 

forms that assistance can take. We would also appreciate to have the panelists’ 



 

opinion on how to implement the notion of the child’s best interests in that very 

particular case.      

The European Union is also concerned by States which carry out executions in 

silence, sometimes without even informing family members. In conformity with UNGA 

resolution adopted in December 2012, the EU calls upon all states which have not 

abolished the death penalty to make available all relevant information with regard to 

their use of the capital punishment. 

Several nationals of the European Union have been sentenced to the death penalty 

in foreign States, and are now sitting on death row far away from their children.  

Q: While we urge States that apply the death penalty to fully allow the provision of 

consular assistance to the sentenced EU nationals, we are also eager to exchange 

best practices with States facing the same situation of having nationals on death row 

abroad and their children at home.      

Thank you, Mr President. 


