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Mr President,  

 

The European Union would like to thank the Working Group for its report. The EU 

continues to regret the lack of conceptual clarity in the mandate and hopes this 

longstanding issue will be addressed in the future work of the Council. Mercenaries 

are defined under international humanitarian law and their activities can not be put on 

the same footing as the activities of private military and private security companies. A 

significant change in the mandate would provide the Working Group a better 

framework to carry out its work.  

In its latest report presented to this Council [HRC24/45], the Working Group 

contributed to a useful mapping of existing national regulatory efforts on private 

military and private security companies. The EU fears however that this exercise may 

be undermined if it is seen as a way to support a pre-established position that a 

legally binding instrument is the "best way to ensure adequate protection of human 

rights" (para. 59), without developing arguments that could highlight the advantages 

of other options. The EU encourages the Working Group to remain open-minded on 

the possible forms of regulation.  

We believe that the discussion remains open in the framework of the Open-Ended 

Inter-Governmental Working Group mandated to consider the possibility of 

elaborating an international regulatory framework on the regulation, monitoring and 



 

oversight of the activities of private military and security companies. The EU hopes 

that the Program of Work for the forthcoming session in December 2013 will allow for 

progress in such discussion.  

The EU is looking forward to the Montreux+5 Conference also scheduled in 

December this year. The Montreux Document remains an important contribution to 

the stronger international regulation and control of the activities of private military and 

private security companies. The launch of the Association of the International Code 

of Conduct this month in Geneva is another important development.   

Could the Working Group elaborate on the range of available options that could 

contribute to an improvement of national regulatory efforts to prevent and remedy 

human rights violations in this sector?  

Thank you, Mr President. 


