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The European Union would like to congratulate Mr Ruteere for his excellent report, 

which focuses on the role of education in combating racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia and related intolerance. 

 

The European Union fully subscribes to the Special Rapporteur's assessment that 

racism is a complex and multidimensional issue that necessitates a comprehensive 

approach, according to which education, including human rights education, plays a 

very important role. That role is highlighted in article 5 of the International Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, an instrument which in the 

eyes of the EU constitutes the cornerstone of international efforts to fight the scourge 

of racism. 

 

The European Union also shares the Special Rapporteur’s view that the new 

information and communication technologies, including the Internet as an educational 

tool, have a positive role to play in the fight against racism and that States should be 

encouraged to use them to combat manifestations of racism and racial discrimination 

in cyberspace.  

 

Although education remains a national competence of its Member States, the 

European Union plays an active role in supporting them and also developing 
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comprehensive conceptual frameworks, like the Strategic Framework for Education 

and Training 2020 (ET2020). When it adopted the ET2020 in 2009, the European 

Council made it clear that education has an important to play in combating racism 

when it stated the following: Education should promote intercultural competences, 

democratic values and respect for fundamental rights and the environment, as well 

as combat all forms of discrimination, equipping all young people to interact positively 

with their peers from diverse backgrounds. 

 

Mister President,  

 

I have a question for the Special Rapporteur: the Special Rapporteur recommends 

States to recognize the important role of non-formal education in the deconstruction 

of prejudices, change of negative perceptions, enhanced understanding and social 

cohesion. Could the Special Rapporteur elaborate on what he means by non formal 

education and perhaps give us a few concrete examples of such a positive role?  

 

 


