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Mr. President,  

 

We would like to thank the distinguished panelists for their contribution to this important 

discussion on the interrelation between democracy, human rights and the rule of law.  

 

For the EU, democracy is both a core value and an essential principle which guides all 

aspects of its internal and external policies. Democracy, rule of law and respect for human 

rights have underpinned the political, social, cultural and economic development of the 

European Union. The Member States of the European Union are convinced that it is the best 

form of government to enable all citizens to realize their full potential as human beings, living 

in community with others. Article 21 of the Treaty of the European Union has reaffirmed the 

EU's determination to promote human rights and democracy through all its external actions. 

Within their own frontiers, the EU and its Member States are committed to ensuring respect 

for human rights. Promoting and speaking out on human rights and democracy is a joint 

responsibility of the EU and its Member States. 
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The objective of developing and consolidating democracy, the rule of law and respect for 

human rights and fundamental freedoms has been included in all mechanisms and 

instruments of cooperation with third countries. These objectives are echoed in all EU 

policies, strategies, dialogues, as well as external assistance instruments. As the EU has 

developed its crisis management capacity, the human rights and democracy dimensions of 

conflict prevention, peace building and post conflict reconstruction have also evolved. 

Through its electoral monitoring missions and assistance, the EU is contributing and sharing 

its expertise on a democratic practice.  

The EU welcomes the study of the OHCHR which states among others that the concept of 

democracy is demonstrably universal, even though there is no single model of democracy. It 

also clearly underlines that challenges to democracy can arise in all democracies – new or 

settled ones. Securing democracy and rule of law is a continuous effort of all components of 

a society, from State and political authorities, to all stakeholders.  

From this perspective, the EU would like to take this opportunity and ask the distinguished 

panelists the following questions: 

 

1.  It has been underlined in many occasions the important role of the international 

community in assisting Member States in their endeavour to build and consolidate 

democratic institutions. In this respect, what further measures could be envisaged by the 

international community in assisting States in their efforts aimed at consolidating the 

democratization processes?   

 

2. We would also like to ask the panelists’ view on what would be the best way to coordinate 

the various international and regional initiatives promoting democracy, rule of law and human 

rights?    

 

I thank you, Mr. President.  

 


