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Mr  President,  
 
The European Union would like to welcome the Special Rapporteur on the situation 

of Human Rights in Eritrea, Ms. Sheila Keetharuth, to her first interactive dialogue 

with the Human Rights Council. We thank her for her presentation and her hard work.  

Madam Special Rapporteur, in your report you denounce the appalling human rights 

situation in Eritrea, which in one way or another touches the life of almost every 

family. You provide an overview of the most serious human rights violations in 

Eritrea, including cases of extrajudicial killing, enforced disappearances, 

incommunicado detention, torture and arbitrary arrest.   

 

We appreciate that – in the absence of access to the country – you engaged with a 

broad spectrum of interlocutors to gather information about the human rights situation 

in Eritrea, primarily with victims.  We welcome this victim oriented approach and 

would in this regard like to ask what measures are taken to avoid that persons that 

cooperate with you are targeted by reprisals?   

 

Madam Special Rapporteur, you recommend that the Government "immediately 

release, or charge and bring before a court, the members of the G15 and the 

journalists arrested in 2001, and release all other political prisoners and those 

detained on the basis of their religion or belief."   How can the international 

community work with Eritrea to ensure that judicial procedure is followed and that the 
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Government of Eritrea inform the international community on the conditions of the 

G15, journalists arrested in 2001 and other political and religious prisoners? 

We agree with your assessment that the international community should keep Eritrea 

under close scrutiny until meaningful change is evident. You conclude that "real 

change would require a fundamental reform process transforming the current culture 

of rights denial into one anchored in the rule of law and in respect for the realization 

of all human rights and human dignity."  What would, in your view, be the critical 

elements of such a reform process, and how could the international community best 

support such a process?  

 

According to your report, human rights violations are often cited as reasons for 

pushing a constant stream of Eritreans to cross the borders. Many of those refugees 

are unaccompanied children. Numerous testimonies from refugees in neighbouring 

countries have reported human trafficking organised by local populations, including 

organ trafficking and cases of rape and torture.  Have you received any information 

about this?  We would also like to ask how the international community can 

strengthen efforts to ensure the protection of those fleeing from Eritrea and in 

particular the increasing numbers of unaccompanied children. 

 

To conclude, we would like to express our full support for the mandate of the Special 

Rapporteur and for the much needed extension of this mandate. We further call on 

the Government of Eritrea to respond positively to the requests of the Special 

Rapporteur and to engage in an open and constructive dialogue on the human rights 

situation in Eritrea. 

 

Thank you Mr President. 

 


