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Mr. President, 

 

The European Union welcomes the focus of today’s discussion on the elimination of 

violence against women.  

 

The EU attaches paramount importance to eliminating violence against women in all 

its forms –be it at home, in communities or in armed conflicts. The Vienna 

Declaration and Programme of Action emphasized that the elimination of Violence 

against Women in all areas of life, the public and private, was central to the 

attainment of the human rights of women. Despite increased attention being paid to 

violence against women since the Vienna World Conference in 1993 and normative 

standards having been set, the reality is that violence against women remains a 

global epidemic, which is further complicated when considering multiple and 

intersecting forms of discrimination. In this regard, the EU welcomes the Commission 

on the Status of Women’s focus on this issue at its 57th Session, as well as its 

Agreed Conclusions.  

 

We would like to thank all panelists today for sharing your valuable contributions at 

this important discussion. We would like to take this opportunity to ask the following 

questions:  
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We note that violence, in particular sexual violence, disproportionately affects women 

and girls during periods of armed conflict, insecurity and transition as well as in post-

conflict situations.  Such violence not only undermines the safety and human rights of 

women and girls, but also undermines the critical contributions they make to society 

and hinders inclusive and sustainable peace processes. More must be done to 

ensure the systematic prosecution of sexual violence crimes and to encourage 

national ownership and responsibility in addressing the root causes of conflict-related 

sexual violence given how central they are to deterrence and prevention.  Which is 

why we welcome efforts to develop a non-binding International Protocol on 

investigating and documenting sexual violence in conflict. 

 

We would like to ask, what else can be done to ensure, in these fragile contexts, the 

protection of women from violence and in particular sexual violence? We'd also be 

interested in the panel's views on what else can be done to ensure women 

themselves are included, as participants and as leaders, in conflict prevention, peace 

talks and peace building? 

 

Previous Special Rapporteurs’ on violence against women have drawn attention to 

harmful practices that perpetuate violence against women and girls and have noted 

that cultural relativism is often an excuse to allow for inhumane and discriminatory 

practices against women in the community and within the family. Despite efforts to 

address this issue, harmful practices continue to perpetuate violence against women 

and girls. The occurrence of these practices in rather stable countries are not only 

harmful for women but also for the economic and social development of these 

countries.  We would be grateful for the panel’s perspective on the strategies which 

should be employed to best address harmful practices in a comprehensive, holistic 

and inclusive manner?  

 

Finally, we would like to ask what steps can be taken to forge greater links between 

commitments made at an international level and implementation at the national level? 

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 


