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The EU thanks the Commission for its valuable report and for its important work in a 

complex situation. We call on the Syrian authorities to allow the Commission 

immediate and unfettered access throughout the country. 

 

The EU is appalled by the escalating violence and the continued widespread and 

systematic gross violations of human rights. The EU is seriously concerned about the 

involvement of extremist and foreign non-state actors in the fighting in Syria, which is 

further fuelling the conflict and posing a threat to regional stability. 

 

We condemn the atrocities committed by the Syrian regime, which, according to your 

reporting, amount to crimes against humanity. We call for the end of all violence, and 

express our deep concern at the rise of religiously or ethnically motivated violence. 

We condemn all abductions of civilians, and call for the immediate release of all 

abducted persons, including the two orthodox bishops kidnapped in April. 

 

The EU deplores serious abuses, including war crimes, which you have reported as 

being committed by anti-government armed groups, although not reaching the 

intensity and scale of those committed by the regime and affiliated militia. We reaffirm 

that there should be no impunity for any such violations and recall that the UNSC can 

refer the situation in Syria to the ICC, as requested in the Swiss letter to the Security 
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Council of January 2013. We recall that the authorities bear the responsibility to 

protect the civilian population. 

 

Furthermore, we are seriously concerned about the possible use of chemical 

weapons in Syria. Any such use would represent a grave violation of international 

law. We underline the importance of investigating all allegations of use of chemical 

weapons. We urge the Syrian authorities to allow prompt and unrestricted access for 

the UN inspectors. 

 

In light of the immeasurable suffering of civilians, the EU demands that all parties 

ensure safe and unimpeded access for aid organisations to those in need in all areas 

of Syria. 

 

The EU reiterates the urgent need for a political solution, and will spare no effort in 

helping to create the appropriate conditions for a successful peace conference on 

Syria.   

 

We would like to ask the following question:  how could this Council further support 

your mandate and contribute to ensuring accountability for all violations and abuses 

committed by all parties to the conflict?  

 

 

 

 


