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Mr. President, Madam High Commissioner,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, Turkey§, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina*, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

We would like to express our appreciation to the High Commissioner for the presentation of her 

thematic reports, those of her Office and of the Secretary General under items 2 and 3 of the 

agenda.   We would like to reiterate our continued appreciation for your work and that of your 

dedicated staff. 

The EU thanks the High Commissioner for her report of the full-day meeting on the rights of the 

Child, held on 7 March this year on the theme of the right of the child to the enjoyment of the 

highest attainable standard of health. As some of the most vulnerable members of society, children 

require particular protection.  This meeting was a valuable opportunity to address challenges in 

achieving the full realisation of the right of girls and boys to health, which is indispensable for them 

to enjoy all other rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.    

                                                           
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
§ Candidate Country  
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The EU welcomes the High Commissioner’s report on creating and/or strengthening synergies and 

linkages on violence against women and girls.  Extensive work has been undertaken on this 

important issue in the Human Rights Council, its mechanisms and throughout the UN human rights 

system.  The report provides a detailed overview of action taken to date in combating violence 

against women and girls in the UN is a valuable contribution to future planning on how to advance 

the work on violence against women and girls.  Combating all forms of violence against women, 

including sexual violence, requires a comprehensive approach involving all relevant stakeholders 

and the EU is committed to a strengthened response to address this human rights violation.   

The EU also takes note with interest the report of United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women on the activities of the United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions 

to Eliminate Violence against Women.  The important work of the Trust Fund has had a practical 

impact in protecting women and girls from all forms of gender based violence, abuse and 

exploitation and is an important tool in sharing knowledge, lessons learnt and good practices.    

The EU thanks the High Commissioner for her report on discrimination against women on 

nationality – related matters, including the impact on children.   We agree that nationality laws 

which discriminate against women have a serious impact on the full enjoyment of other rights and 

that all States have an obligation to safeguard against statelessness and ensure nationality laws fully 

respect the principle of gender equality.   

Finally the EU also thanks the High Commissioner for her report of the Workshop on regional 

arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights.  Regional human rights 

mechanisms play an important role in monitoring, promoting and protecting human rights 

throughout the world and we welcome the practical suggestions from this report on information-

sharing, joint activities and follow up recommendations to enhance cooperation between regional 

mechanism and the UN human rights system.  

To conclude, we would like to reiterate our full support to you and your Office.  

Thank you. 


