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Mr. President, 

The European Union would like to thank the Special Rapporteur for presenting his 

annual report this time focusing on the management of the external borders of the EU 

and its impact on the human rights of migrants. 

The EU is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of the human rights of 

migrants and supports all efforts aiming at addressing both opportunities and 

challenges of migration. Guided by the principles of non-discrimination and equality, 

the EU stresses the need to respect the human rights of migrants in all countries of 

origin, transit or destination. 

The EU welcomes many of the findings and recommendations of the report 

concerning the management of the EU’s external borders and its impact on the 

human rights of migrants. The reflections and analysis of this important issue will be 

a valuable contribution for future discussions within the EU. 

 

The EU welcomes the Special Rapporteur’s assessment that the EU has developed 

a comprehensive system of legislation, with strong human rights protection that 

complements domestic fundamental rights law and international human rights 

instruments. Effective border management and fast and efficient returns, with respect 
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for migrants’ fundamental rights and the principle of non-refoulement, are vital to 

ensure the integrity of the EU migration systems.  

 

The Schengen area, composed of 26 Member States and associated countries, is an 

area without internal borders. The management of the external borders is a task 

common to these Member States. The EU is developing an integrated border 

management policy in an effort to ensure that Member States can effectively meet 

the challenges of managing a common external border, both as regards regular and 

irregular crossings of the external border. Border management is, nevertheless, only 

one response to addressing migration pressure. At EU level both a common asylum 

policy and a framework for a common immigration policy are being developed. A 

humane and effective return policy — in line with the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

and based on the principle of giving preference to voluntary return — is essential to a 

comprehensive and sustainable migration policy. 

 

Mr. President, 

The EU pursues the protection of migrants' rights in a number of ways. The Lisbon 

Treaty foresees the accession of the EU to the European Convention on Human 

Rights, which is an effective tool for the protection of individual rights. Moreover, the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights, which applies to all individuals, thereby including 

third-country nationals, is now part of the Treaty and must be respected by Member 

States when implementing EU law. Therefore we do not share the Special 

Rapporteur’s assessment that migration and border control have been increasingly 

integrated into security frameworks that emphasise policing, defence and criminality 

over a rights-based approach.  

 

We also regret the Special Rapporteur’s assessment of the Mobility Partnerships as 

a mechanism for ensuring the externalisation of border control in exchange for tightly 

controlled and limited migration opportunities. The Mobility Partnerships provide an 

important political framework for enhanced and tailor-made dialogue and cooperation 

with non-EU countries in a wide range of fields related to migration and mobility, 

including efforts of enhancing and promoting mobility of people and well managed 

legal migration. 
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Mr. President, 

Greater mobility brings with it opportunities and challenges. A balanced common 

framework for a migration policy will help the EU to seize these opportunities while 

tackling the challenges head-on. This policy is built upon solidarity and responsibility. 

It has the added advantage of making a valuable contribution to the EU’s economic 

development and performance in the long term.  

The policy aims to establish a framework for legal migration, taking fully into account 

the importance of integration into host societies. Successful integration of migrants 

into their host society is essential to maximise the opportunities afforded by legal 

migration and to realise the potential that immigration has for EU development. 

 A more detailed written response of the EU has been made available as an official 

document of the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council.   

Thank you. 

 

 


