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The EU thanks the Commission for its thorough report on the rapidly deteriorating 

situation. The Commission has our full support and we believe that it should continue 

its important task. We strongly regret that the Syrian government has continued to 

refuse the Commission access to the country. 

We remain deeply concerned about the widespread and systematic violations of 

human rights and international humanitarian law which, as you have stated, may 

amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes under the Rome Statute of 

International Criminal Court. Those responsible must be held accountable, and there 

should be no impunity for such violations and abuses. As we have repeatedly stated, 

if concerns about war crimes and crimes against humanity are not adequately 

addressed on a national level, the International Criminal Court should deal with the 

situation. The United Nations Security Council can refer the situation in Syria to the 

International Criminal Court at any time. The EU calls on the United Nations Security 

Council to urgently address the situation in Syria in all aspects, including this issue. 

Syrian women, men and children are paying a heavy toll in the midst of 

unprecedented levels of violence. We urge the regime to stop targeting civilians, halt 

airstrikes and artillery attacks and call for an immediate end to all violence. It is of the 

utmost importance that all parties protect medical personnel, facilities and transport, 

and allow medical care on a non-discriminatory basis.  

We would like to ask the Commission the following question:  
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Your report analyses options for ensuring accountability for violations and crimes 

committed and underlines the urgency of this matter. In the absence of any action at 

the national level, how could the Council play a more prominent role to end impunity? 

Thank you. 
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